
 

 

The Ruffner Family Historical Archive 

Longwood University 
Farmville, Virginia 

 
July 12, 2013 
 
 
Dear Cousins  & Friends, 
 
 The Board of Directors for the Ruffner Family Association is proud to announce the establishment of a 
permanent Ruffner Historical Archive and Collection to be housed in the Greenwood Library at Longwood 
University whose roots go back to 1839 in the Virginia town of Farmville. This is a unique and happy 
partnership with the historical State Female Normal School where William Henry Ruffner was appointed 
president in 1884. Becoming Longwood College in 1949 it is one of the leading liberal arts institutions of Old 
Dominion and a reflection of the Ruffner Family influence on education. 
 
 Walking in the footsteps of many educators and historians of the Ruffner Family imprint on our 
nation’s history, we honor their legacy and those of William Henry Ruffner and his grandfather David Ruffner, 
the first Ruffner family historian. We now have the opportunity to preserve that history in the support of the 
Ruffner Archive and Historical Collection at Longwood University. Through the Ruffner Fund at Longwood 
University we can insure the collective stewardship of preserving the story of this great American family - for 
the benefit and enrichment of our descendants and scholars who continue to explore our Ruffner Roots. This 
enables your cousins and friends all across this nation to support the Ruffner Archive, making the materials 
available for the research and edification of all our citizens. 
 
 With our status as a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization, you and I can insure the perpetuation of our 
family legacy with a gift to the Ruffner Family Association. Contributions are Tax Deductible and checks should 
be made out to The Ruffner Family Association and returned in the enclosed envelope. We are hoping to raise 
$25,000 to launch this important project. Your support toward this goal will be greatly appreciated. 
 
 

Most Sincerely, 
 

Sam McNeely 

Samuel Hearst McNeely 
Ruffner Fund Campaign Chair 

 


