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First stop on the Guided Bus Tour of Historic Sites on Saturday— 

The Barbee Confederate Monument became a great photo-op for bus riders. 
Photo by Bryan Wallace, Indiana (descendant of Joseph) 

See more reunion events and pictures on the following pages. 

THIS ISSUE IF DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF ROBERT PHILLIP "PHIL" JOHNSON 

DEAR COUSIN AND RFA BOARD MEMBER (see page 11) 
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Knoxville Tennessee 

By Nikki Giovanni 

I always like summer best 

You can eat fresh corn from 

daddy’s garden 

And okra, and greens, and cabbage 

And lots of Barbeque and buttermilk 

And homemade ice-cream at the church picnic 

And listen to Gospel music outside 

At the church Homecoming 

And go to the mountains with your grandmother 

And go barefooted and be warm all the time 

Not only when you go to bed and sleep. 

 

June 2019— 

RFA Reunion— 

Prescott, Arizona 

June 2021 Reunion— 

   Effingham, Illinois 

Both reunions will be hosted 

By Benjamin Ruffner descendants 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Chartered and incorporated in 1999 to support an association of 

members who will research and preserve their common heritage 

through the collection of artifacts and documents which form the 

basis for knowledge and appreciation of the historic role played by 

the Ruffner descendants and their collective lines in the settlement 

and development of the American Frontier. 

 

www.ruffnerfamily.org 
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A Message from our President 

 

 Greetings for summer of 2017.  Our recent reunion in Luray was 

a celebration of many publishing accomplishments in addition to the 
usual camaraderie! Once again the Luray reunion team made us feel at 

home in the Shenandoah Valley. Thanks to Bob and Donna Brown, Jim 
and Judi McNeely hosting us at the Ruffner House, Sam and his daugh-
ters Debbie and Kim, and Nancy Lee Shifflett. 

 If you’d like to see some photos of the gathering, go to our Face-
book page managed by Bryan Wallace (see page 10) or check out the 

family web site. In fact, we’d love to see pictures of those of you who 
could not make it to Luray this year. Please post them on the Facebook 
page so we can keep up with your recent activities, growing family, or 
beautiful scenery in your part of the country. 

 The Blinn gals worked at full steam this past year with both Mar-
ria and Elise completing books that have been published and are availa-
ble on Amazon.com. After extensive research, Marria has catalogued 
many Ruffner sites across the nation with photos and notes as a guide 

book. This book is the perfect size to take along on your vacation or en-
joy for "arm chair" travel. Elise wrote Colours of Friendship and co-illustrated (with a Washington descend-
ant) the story of Booker T. Washington and our Viola Ruffner as a tribute to their determination to pursue 
education and build a bond between two different families that has continued through the years. For those 
of  you who purchased books at the reunion, please take time to add positive reviews that these ladies de-
serve on the Amazon web site. 

 Betty Gaeng thoroughly researched and compiled the family descended from Peter the Pioneer’s son, 

Benjamin, and we were all amazed at the number of number of people’s names she discovered.  In recogni-
tion of her many contributions to our association, the board named our historian, Betty, a Director Emeritus 

(see page11). What made this more interesting was our meeting Benjamin Franklin Ruffner of California, a 
Peter Jr. descendant, who attended the RFA reunion for the first time and discovered there are thousands of 
us all across the country. 

 At the board meeting, it was decided to go west for our next  reunion in 2019 to Prescott, Arizona. We 
hope to celebrate our Elisabeth Ruffner’s 100th birthday at that time and show appreciation for all the contri-
butions her extended family has made to our Ruffner history. We’ve also decided that the following reunion 
will be arranged by Gary and Judy Ruffner’s family in Effingham, Illinois. Heartfelt thanks go out to these Ruff-

ner cousins who volunteered to be our upcoming hosts. 

 Speaking of thanks, the Ruffner Family Association is so appreciative of those of you who have con-
tributed to our endowment fund, adding $1,230.00 just in this past year. Your tax deductible donations sup-
port our efforts to make a lasting difference in building the family archives. 

 Hoping to see your family photos on Facebook soon, I am sincerely, 

Phyllis Hershock, RFA President 

chershock@cyberia.com 

717-755-6574 
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A ROMANCE AND A LESSON IN GENEALOGY 

By Betty Lou Gaeng 

 

 While researching the Benjamin Ruffner book, I came across one of the most remarkable genealogi-
cal discoveries I have ever seen. The story has its beginnings with a Benjamin Ruffner descendant I found 
while researching his almost-lost daughter Catharine Ruffner Clem Bushong. It is a story of romance, as well 

as the breaking down of a brick wall through a very unusual and non-
genealogical source. Unfortunately, it also involves a seemingly unromantic 
government bureaucrat. 

 When I first found this information it amazed me so much, I told 
about it in a Looking Back column I write for a local internet news source. 

The story had over a thousand hits and received many favorable comments 
from readers. At that time I used the title: Doris and Charles—and a love 

affair to be remembered. Here is the romantic bittersweet love story and marriage of Doris Adele Batman 
and Charles Francis Hoy, Jr. 

 Doris Adele Batman8 was born in the year 1923 in Covington, Kenton County, Kentucky. Her lineage: 
James William Batman7, Benjamin Franklin Batman6, Amanda Catherine Fox5, Christiana Rivercomb4, Cath-
arine Ruffner3, Benjamin Ruffner2, Peter Ruffner1. Doris’ father James William Batman was born in east Lu-
ray, Virginia, where the Batman name was very prominent. Her mother, Sarah Olive Brush, was born in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

 By the time Doris was six years old, Mr. and Mrs. Batman, Doris, and her younger brother James 
Franklyn Batman were living in Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia. This is where Doris attended 
school, graduating from Charleston High School in 1940. Four years later Doris was listed in the Charleston 
city directory working as a secretary in the office of Valley Motor Company. After that Doris seemed to drop 
from sight. Figuring the choices were a marriage, moving elsewhere, and maybe even death, I searched the 
normal genealogical sites and came upon a dreaded brick wall. With little hope, I turned to the always in-
formative standby Google and typed in Doris’ full name and birthdate. What popped up boggled my mind 

and left me wondering if Google might be a little confused. 

 This is what I saw: "General Accounting Office. DECISIONS OF THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE 
UNITED STATES, Volume 27—July 1, 1947 to June 30, 1948. Lindsay G. Warren, Comptroller General of 

the United States. Frank I. Yates, Assistant Comptroller General of the United States. United States Gov-
ernment Printing Office, Washington, D.C.: 1948. (B-657750)" 

 My first thought was "What on earth does this have to do with my query?" Thinking that I should at 
least check it out—I opened the file and found I had hit the mother lode. As I said, the most remarkable ge-
nealogical information I have ever found came to light. Words to the wise—don’t ever underestimate 
Google—it can uncover a treasure trove of information. 

 What Google discovered for me was the record of Doris Adele Batman’s 1946 marriage to Charles 
Francis Hoy, Jr., a Captain in the U.S. Air Corps, who following the end of WWII was stationed in Nurem-
berg, Germany at the time of the Nuremberg war trials. So, why was the Comptroller General of the United 

States who was supposed to be overseeing the country’s finances concerned with Doris Batman and her 
marriage to Capt. Hoy? The answer is that this was not  your normal marriage. In fact, the title of the Comp-
troller’s case and decision was The Validity of Marriage by Telephone. 
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 Capt. Hoy, the fiance´ of Doris Batman, was a handsome young man who also came from Charleston, West 

Virginia, having been born there. He had enlisted in the Air Corps in 1942. Doris and Charles had long been separated 
by the war and due to Charles’ military duty in postwar Germany they were still kept apart. Charles applied for and 
received written permission from his commanding officer for his marriage to Doris. The problem was that Charles was 

in Germany and Doris was at home in the United States. The license for Doris and Charles to marry had been obtained 
in Fountain County, Indiana. The reason Indiana was chosen for the marriage was that it was understood that a 

marriage by telephone would be legal according to the laws of that state.  

 On May 4, 1946 at 4:35 p.m., Central European Summer Time, over the 
wires of the American Telephone and Telegraph Company’s Overseas Service 

Lines, with Doris sitting in the office of the sheriff of Fountain County, Indiana, a 
minister of the Covington Methodist Church performed the ceremony joining 
Doris Batman and Capt. Charles Hoy in marriage. At the side of Charles in 

Germany was a chaplain from the Air Service Group, as well as two official 
witnesses from the Air Corps. The office record of the marriage was filed in the 
office of the sheriff of Fountain County, Indiana. Later I did find that the 

marriage shows up in genealogical records under Charles Hoy’s name but not 

under Doris’ maiden name.  

 Of course, this still doesn’t explain the involvement of the Comptroller 
General of the United States in this matter. After the ceremony, Doris went back to her home in Charleston, West 
Virginia. Charles, doing his duty as her husband, filed for a rental allowance for Doris as the wife of an officer in the 

United States military. The local finance officer had a problem about the legality of a telephone marriage and 
forwarded the matter to the Comptroller General in Washington, D.C. for a ruling on the matter. Sad to say, the 

decision was not favorable—the Comptroller’s decision was that a telephone marriage did not qualify to give an officer 
the right to an increased allowance for a "lawful wife." Thus, the financial assistance normally given to a military spouse 

was denied to Doris.  

 While serving in the European Theater during WWII, Charles Hoy, Jr. was with the 34th Photo Reconnaissance 
Squadron, and after receiving a regular commission in 1946, he continued in photo reconnaissance. Returning to the 
United States, he remained in the military, and he and Doris made their home in Washington, D.C. Later, he was 

promoted to the rank of Colonel.  

 Col. Charles Hoy, Jr.  served a combat tour in Korea. Sadly, Doris and Charles did not have the chance for a long 

marriage. In 1955, 32-year-old Doris Hoy died; leaving behind her husband Charles and two children. Unlike the U.S. 
Comptroller, the officials supervising the burials of spouses of service men at our national cemeteries appeared to have 
no problem recognizing the marriage—Doris is buried at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia, Section 30, 

Site 1145-RH. Her gravestone reads: Doris A, Wife of Col. Charles Francis Hoy, Jr., USAF.  

 As a widower, Col. Hoy continued his career in the U.S. Air Force and following a 30 -year military career he 
retired in 1971. His biography published by Arlington National Cemetery states that he had a very distinguished career. 

He also served during Vietnam, and during his military service he was assigned to the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
and the Defense Intelligence Agency. He received numerous service awards, including: the Legion of Merit (with 

clusters); the Distinguished Flying Cross; Air Medal with eight clusters; Joint Service Commendation Medal; and Air 
Force Commendation Medal. After the end of the Cold War, Col. Hoy was recognized as a pioneer and awarded a 

prestigious Space Pioneers Medal.  

 After several years of suffering from heart disease, Col. Charles Francis Hoy, Jr.  
died in late 2003 at the age of 79. In January of 2004, he was laid to rest beside his 

wife Doris Adele Batman Hoy at Arlington National Cemetery, Section 30, Site 1145 -

LH. Col. Hoy was survived by a daughter, a son, a grandson, and a great -grandson.  
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THE CANINE GENEALOGY OF MILO COURTADE 

By Marilyn Courtade 

 In December of 2009, we received a call from our vet that they had a dog for 

us if we were interested. We had let them know we were looking for another dog, as 
our Pug/Min Pin mix who was around 10, had diabetes and had gone blind—our little 

Gillie had only a couple of years left. 

 So off we went to the vet and lo and behold they had two dogs (a male and a 
female). Both were shaggy and it was hard to tell what they were. We had to take 
both dogs, but the vet said they would fix them and gave them all of their shots. 

They had been on the run in a small town about 7 miles from us and looked as if  
someone had dumped them off. The Vet office named them Lost and Found. We 

waited about 2 to 3 weeks and got a call to pick them up and we also found out the 

female dog was pregnant, which the vet aborted.  

 What a zoo our place became 

with 3 little ones running everywhere—even Gillie the blind one. We 
have a doggy door and it didn’t take long for that to be a freeway of 

activity. 

 Getting back to the runaways, we determined the little black 
one was probably a small poodle and Yorkie mix. I named her Lucy  

(Found). The other, a male, was a mix of black, grey and white and 
very shaggy. We could tell he had some Yorkie in him. My husband 

Tom named him Milo (Lost).  

 After two days our place 
was a mad house. Milo was a 
good boy and didn’t mess in the  

house, but it was a different story with little Lucy. She liked hiding her surprises 

in the back bedroom and had a habit of tinkling all over when excited.  

 One morning after I had taken inventory all night at work and was 
sleeping, a neighbor came over and commented to Tom about the cuteness of 
Lucy. Tom instantly picked her up and put her in his arms and said "it’s your 

lucky day—she is yours." The neighbor took the dog home and he and his wife 
instantly fell in love with her. They offered to pay for her, but Tom, with tongue 

in cheek, said "no, she is a gift." To this day, they love her. I just hope she is not 
as sneaky in their house as she was in ours. She does escape occasionally and 

knocks on our fence to visit her boyfriend Milo.  

 A couple of years later, I began to wonder about Milo’s breed and 
when he was born. I knew he was around a year and a half when we got him in 
December of 2009. So I backtracked to some information the vet’s office had given me. They said he had been 

chipped, and they had written down where he had been chipped and the chip number. Turned out his chip had never 
been activated so there was no trace of an original owner. I then activated the chip. If he decides to run away again, 

he can now be returned to his rightful owner—US. I called the place where he had been chipped and they gave me 

the name of the breeder in Nebraska, who gave me all his information.  

 Milo was born on July 23, 2008 and is a Maltese/Yorkie mix, called Morkie. He was chipped at 6 weeks and 

was shipped to Everett, Washington at 8 weeks to a pet store which is no longer in business. Everett is 25 miles from 
Duvall, Washington, where he was found. I wish I knew what his life was like between his time in the pet store and 
when he was found running free on the streets of Duvall. Nevertheless, Milo has turned out to be a perfect pet. He is 

happy all the time, loves camping and being with us and smiles a lot at his good fortune to have found nice parents.  
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MILO COURTADE 

Milo & Gillie, instant friends, play tug of war. 
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From the desk of Betty Lou Gaeng, RFA Historian ~ 

SS LURAY VICTORY 

 Always on the lookout for a story, I found one during the June RFA reunion dinner in Luray. The story I dis-
covered came in the form of a framed picture of a ship hanging on the wall of the Luray VFW Hall. I could see that 

some research was needed in order to tell the story of a ship named for our Ruffner family’s ancestral hometown.  

 Shown here, the SS Luray Victory was a 10,500 ton Vic-

tory class ship built during WWII. She was the 17th Victory ship 
built to serve in our maritime fleet. The Luray Victory  was built  
by the California Shipbuilding Company (Calship) under the  

Emergency Shipbuilding program. Launched May 11, 1944 in 
Wilmington, Los Angeles, she was completed on June 26, 1944. 
Her engines were built by the Joshua Hendy Iron Works in Cali-

fornia. Luray Victory’s U.S. Maritime Commission designation 
was VCP-S-AP, hull number 17 (V-17). The ship carried 62 Mer-

chant Marines and 28 U.S. Naval Armed Guards.  

 The Victory ships were designed and built to replace 
the outdated Liberty ships. They were meant to last longer and 

to serve the U.S. Navy after the war. They were longer than the  
Liberty ships; also taller and faster. Luray Victory was one of the  

218 Victory ships named after an American city. 

 During WWII, Luray Victory operated in the Pacific Ocean taking supplies to the U.S. military forces and its 
allies. On November 30, 1944, she reached New Guinea. Luray Victory was a part of Convoy GB 720 and was carrying 

supplies to our forces fighting in the Battle of Leyte and the Battle of Okinawa. From June 26, 1945 to August 15, 
1945, she took part in exercises at Leyte in preparation for Operation Downfall, the invasion of Japan’s home is-

lands. When Japan surrendered on August 15, 1945, the exercises were called off.  

 After the war, the SS Luray Victory was part of peacetime maritime shipping in the Atlantic Ocean. In Janu-
ary of 1946, she departed Baltimore, Maryland, transporting grain to Bremerhaven, Germany as part of the United 

States Marshall Plan to feed the people of Europe. When she crossed the Atlantic, the ship traveled near her maxi-
mum 16.5 knots. Luray Victory entered the Straits of Dover the night of January 30, 1946. Traveling too fast and too 
close to shore, with no local maritime pilot on board, Luray Victory ran aground at Goodwin Sands off the coast of 

Deal, Kent, England. When she hit the sandbanks hard, the engines stopped. By 9:00 p.m. the chief engineer in-
formed the captain that it was impossible to repair the engines. The captain sent a radio distress signal to the Coast 
Guard. By 10: 27 p.m., the Coast Guard had reached the ship, but rescue could not be made until morning as it was 

low tide with rough seas. 

 In the morning, two rescue tugs attempted to free the ship, but abandoned the task due to gale force winds. 

At 4:00 p.m., the Coast Guard saw that the Luray Victory was breaking up and realized salvage was impossible. The 
49 crew members abandoned the ship and were moved by lifeboat to safety on the shore. For 50 years, the top part 

of the SS Luray Victory remained clearly visible.  

 On December 24, 1946 another Victory ship, the SS Northeastern Victory, was also wrecked on the Goodwin 

Sands. 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Marilyn Courtade taken from the picture 

on the VFW Hall wall. 
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 IMAGES OF THE 2017 RUFFNER FAMILY REUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Nancy Lee 

Shifflett and 

Bob Brown 

welcome the 

attendees 

aboard the 

bus for a tour 

of historic 

sites on 

Saturday 
After  lunch at the Warehouse Art Gallery, the bus 

"For Special People" arrives at the Ruffner House. 

The beautiful Ruffner House and 

grounds.  

Enjoying the hospitality  of Jim and Judi 

McNeely on the back porch of their home.  

Siblings , 

Wendy 

Cochran, 

TN & Brian 

Neff, OH 

(Emanuel) 

admire the 

Monument

Rev. Paul 

Mishler, who 

spoke at the 

Ruffner 

Monument 

dedication in 

1997, talks 

about our 

Mennonite 

Heritage. 
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2017 REUNION COMMITTEE  

SAM McNEELY, NANCY LEE SHIFFLETT, BOB & 

DONNA BROWN, JIM & JUDI McNEELY  

Good times come and go, 

But the memories will last forever…..  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waterfall around natural terrain of 

Ruffner House property. 

Marria Blinn, RFA 

Secretary, and 

author of the new 

Ruffner Family 

Historic Sites Guide 

Book rewards Sam 

McNeely, RFA 

COO,  with a fancy 

beret for his GO-TO 

help with the book. 

MORE DETAILS AND PICTURES OF THE 

2017 RUFFNER FAMILY REUNION CAN BE  

VIEWED ON OUR WEBSITE 

Ruffnerfamily.org 

 

 

 

All pictures on these two pages were tak-

en by  Jim McNeely of Virginia (Joseph) 

and Marilyn Courtade of Washington 

(Peter Jr.) 

Phil and Marilyn Johnson, Ohio  on right and their 

family enjoy some iced tea at the Sunday Picnic. 

Dr. Kail 

Ruffner of 

Kentucky 

delivering an 

inspiring  

message at 

Mt Carmel 

Church on 

Sunday. 
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RFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS WELCOMES BRYAN WALLACE 

 It started out as a moderate rain, but the intensity had increased near 

Luray. As I left I-81 and turned onto Highway 211, there was a momentary break 

in the black clouds so I decided to trek up the mountain. The closer I drove to 

the top, the harder the rain pounded and I was forced to stop with several vehi-

cles. Google maps showed two upcoming hairpin turns….. 

 My grandmother (Annis), wife (Brandi), son (Samuel) and I safely made 

the trip from Indiana (did I mention the Midwest is flat?) and had an awesome 

time. We visited houses, headstones, hotels and more! It was fun seeing the 

extended family and we greatly appreciate everyone’s hard work to make the 

reunion a success. During the Board meeting on Sunday, I was voted onto the RFA Board of Directors. Thank 

you for the opportunity to join! 

 Of course, that leads to the obvious question...my last name is not Ruffner. As I was conducting genealo-

gy research several years ago, I started investigating my Ruffner roots. I discovered my lineage: 

 Bryan Wallace10, living descendants, Dorothy Lucas Marks7, Mary Estella Ruffner Lucas6, Frank Augustus 

 Ruffner5, Morgan Ruffner4, Abraham Ruffner3, Joseph Ruffner2, Peter Ruffner1. 

 As I concluded this research, I stumbled upon the RFA website and found my way to tons of new family 

members. Who says genealogy isn’t cool? 

 So that is my super short story of inclement weather, good times, and voting and the democratic pro-

cess. Just as our Ruffner ancestors journeyed across this great nation, they assuredly would have wanted you to 

make the effort to go and like the RFA Facebook page. Family members regularly add pictures and I created a 

photo album of the 2017 reunion. Tell the Ruffner family members in your life to check it out. Kim McNeely and 

I are working together to make this site enjoyable for everyone. 

Have a great summer! 

Your friendly Facebook Postmaster 

Bryan Wallace 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Copy Deadline for the Fall Issue of Ruffner Roots & Ramblings is October 29th. 

Do you have a family story or family news to share? Let us know. 

We want to hear from you! 
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RUFFNER FAMILY HONORS 

 On Saturday, June 17th, the Ruffner Family Asso-
ciation, with its members and friends assembled for the 
2017 Family Reunion in the Page Valley at Luray in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia acknowledged and expressed 
their grateful appreciation to Betty Lou Gaeng, RFA 

Board Member and Historian.  

 She was cited for her dedication to expand the 
genealogical history of the Peter Ruffner family and her 

research that has brought to light many new descend-

ants heretofore unknown. 

 The family newsletter, Ruffner Roots & Ram-
blings, has utilized the many articles she has tirelessly 
researched and published for the edification of the read-

ers. Her knowledge, enthusiasm and desire to share the 
richness of the Ruffner heritage have allowed the news-

letter to continue for many years. 

 Through her efforts the genealogy of two chil-
dren of Peter and Mary Ruffner have been completed, 

which finished the series of books of the entire family.  

 Beside these and many other accomplishments, 
Betty generously gives much time answering inquiries 

through the Ruffner website from persons searching for 

their Ruffner heritage.  

 The Ruffner Family Association acknowledged her 

efforts and accomplishments with their sincere apprecia-
tion, gratitude, and eternal love by awarding her the sta-

tus of Director Emeritus of the RFA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Remembrance of 

Robert Phillip “Phil” Johnson—

1938-2017 
 Well-respected by family 
and friends, easily recognized not 
only by his stately stature, but, also 
by his handlebar mustache and en-
dearing smile.  He was a man, who 
was considered by his son, to be his 
very best friend in life. He was a 
gentle man, who always spoke with 
honesty, thought and with sincerity 
and acted with integrity throughout 
his life. 
 Phil passed away peacefully on July 21, 2017 after a 
long courageous battle with cancer. He was born January 
12, 1938 (a descendant of Peter Jr.) to Robert D. and Mary 
Ruffner Johnson of Fredericktown, Ohio. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in death by an infant sister. 
 He graduated from Bellville High School and in 
1956, he married his high school sweetheart, Marilyn Dudg-
eon. They moved their family to Mansfield, Ohio in 1962 
and he began working as a truck driver for Montgomery 
Wards. He was employed by several trucking companies 
throughout his driving career, before retiring in 1995 from 
Weyerhauser in Mt. Vernon, Ohio. He retired as a 35 year 
member of the Teamsters Union Local 40 in Mansfield. 
 During his retirement years, Phil developed an in-
terest in woodturning. When others simply saw a rough-cut 
chunk of wood, he saw a beautiful wooden bowl, an inlaid 
rolling pin or an exquisite pepper mill. His skillful hands 
would take the seasoned wood and begin the process of 
creating a timeless heirloom. Together, he and Marilyn, 
traveled the country displaying and selling his beautiful, 
wooden treasures at various Artisan shows. A true crafts-
man, Phil was a member of the Central Ohio Woodturners 
Association and the American Association of Woodturners.  
 In addition to his beloved wife Marilyn of 60 years, 
Phil is survived by his son, Jim (Peggy) Johnson, two daugh-
ters, Deb (Darrell) Brown and Cara (Mike) Carey; seven 
grandchildren; two step-grandchildren; one great-
grandson; four step-great-grandchildren; a sister Roxanna 
(John) Gatton; brothers and sisters-in-law, friends, cousins, 
nieces and nephews. 
 Phil left a honorable heritage for his family filled 
with a lifetime of strength, courage and wisdom. His exam-
ple of strong work ethics, his love, loyalty and dedication to 
his family and friends, his passions in life and many of his 
character traits are very evident in the lives of his children 
and grandchildren. He was laid to rest at Forest Cemetery in 
Fredericktown. 
 Phil  was a member of the Ruffner Family Associ-
ation for many years to which he graciously offered his 
time, loyalty and counsel as a member of its Board of Direc-
tors. He possessed the true heart of a craftsman with his 
warmth, kindness and friendship that touched many hearts. 

Betty 

receives a 

framed 

copy of 

her award 

from 

President 

Hershock.
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TWO GALA WEDDING CELEBRATIONS TOOK 

PLACE THIS YEAR FOR BRIAN W. (Emanuel) & 

VALERIE NEFF, CIRCLEVILLE, OH, AS THEIR TWO 

DAUGHTERS WERE MARRIED. 

Wendy Reick and Megan Neff (on the left) 

 were wed February 18, 2017— 

at the Kitchen, Columbus, Ohio 

Allison Neff and Jonathan Barry (on the right) 

were wed May 12, 2017—at St. Leo Catholic 
Church, Columbus, Ohio   

IN MEMORIAM 

 

 

ROBERT "BOB" LEE  DEEBACH, SR. 

July 21, 1925—Joliet, Illinois 

June 18, 2017—Arlington, Washington 

Bob was the second child of Walter and Marie Dee-

bach. He was preceded in death by his first wife, Lois 
(Anderson), and his brothers Walter Jr. and Thomas 

Deebach. He grew up in the Alderwood Manor area of 

Lynnwood and the town of Edmonds.  

Bob enlisted in the Navy at 17, and  served his country 

on the USS New Mexico. He traveled in the Aleutian, 
Gilbert, Marshall and Hawaiian Islands, Archipelago 
Marianas, Leyte, Luzon, Okinawa and Japan. He was a 

lifetime member of Lynnwood VFW Post 1040 (the 

Walter A. Deebach Memorial Post) since 1943.  

Bob was a Union Ironworker, Local 86 member for 
over 60 years. After retirement he loved to travel, 
camp and fish with his family and friends, and occa-

sional trips to the casino. 

He is survived at home by his life-partner Dixie Nelson; 

his daughter Edith Deebach, son Robert (Megan) Dee-
bach, and son John (Marie) Deebach;  his sisters Betty 
Gaeng and Sally Nickell, and his brother  Don  (Sharon) 

Deebach; 3 grandsons, 1 great-grandson; numerous 

nieces and nephews and extended family.  

He was interred at Restlawn Memorial Park in Ed-

monds, Washington.  

PLEASE SHARE YOUR FAMILY 

NEWS WITH RUFFNER ROOTS & 

RAMBLINGS. WE ALWAYS LOOK 

FORWARD TO RECEIVING IT. 


