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Look for more information in future issues of this newsletter! 
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The yellow goldenrod is dressed in 

 gala-day attire. 

The glowing red weed by the fence 

shines like a crimson fire; 

And from the hot field’s farthest edge 
the cricket’s soft refrain 

With mellow accent tells the tale 

That August is here again. 

by Helen Maria Winslow 
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From the President 

SUMMER GREETINGS—2016 

Happy summer to all across the country. After more 
than a week of temperatures over 90 degrees here in 
southern Pennsylvania, we know one good reason our 
Ruffner reunions are held in June, not July. Next year 
we will return to Luray, VA, where we feel “at home” 
with all our Peter Ruffner descendants. It’s great we 
have our VA team, Bob Brown, Nancy Lee Shifflett, Jim 
and Sam McNeely, who have prepared for our gather-
ing every four years. We are still looking for the 2019 
reunion so chat with your local family members and 
please offer to host the RFA in the future. 

 Our Ruffner Association board meeting this 
year was conducted via conference call. There were 
ten of us from all four U.S. time zones who dialed in 
(thanks to arrangements by Marria Blinn) enabling us 
to discuss the old and new business. Thus, board mem-
bers were able to meet without travel concerns and no 
one had the hosting responsibility. During board 
meetings in recent non-reunion years, it has been 
wonderful to see more participation by members who 
are not on the board. However this year, we adapted 
to the times and needs of our board members. We are 
always looking for new board members and would be 
eager to hear from any of you who are interested in 
joining us next June. 

 Facebook is another way we can stay better 
connected, and the association’s page is open for you 
to post comments or photos that keep us up to date 
on folks around the country (www.facebook.com/
RuffnerFamilyAssociation). The Benjamin group based 
in Effingham, IL met this summer and Carol Ruffner 
posted pictures for us to enjoy. We hope to see many 
of your smiling faces on our page in the coming 
months. 

 Speaking of electronic communications, don’t 
forget our RFA webpage has recent newsletters in case  
you would like to make contact with some of us or en-
joy a story provided by our historian, Betty Gaeng. It 
amazes so many of us to hear that our family has had 
an effect on history from coast to coast and north to 
south. Betty has written about many of these out-
standing Ruffners. Recently I was contacted by one 
(from Florida) who found our page while searching for 
a genealogical match. Back in the 90s, we were often-

 

surprised when we found new Ruffner relatives, but in 
the 21st century, with the help of our computers, con-
nections are quickly made. 

 There are some “coming attraction” books for 
our members currently in the works. Betty Gaeng is 
working on the big undertaking of the Benjamin family 
book; Marria Blinn has been researching Ruffner sites 
across our country to compile; and there is a special 
book in the works that features a young Booker T. 
Washington and our Viola Ruffner (see page 9). 

 Speaking of our family history, we continue to 
collect items for the Ruffner Archives at Longwood Uni-
versity in Farmville, VA. Sam McNeely has delivered 
more boxes to them as well as a donation to facilitate 
their work. Please contact Sam if you have items you 
would like stored there for future reference purposes. 

 We are starting to gear up for the next reunion 
in June of 2017 and are anxious to see all your smiling 
faces in Luray. The team has locations planned but are 
always open to new ideas. 

Phyllis Hershock, RFA President 

2575 Sandy Lane, York, PA 17406 

chershock@cyberia.com 

 

 

 

 

In the old days, they cooked in the kitchen with a big 

kettle that always hung over the fire. Every day they 

lit the fire and added things to the pot. They ate most-

ly vegetables and did not get much meat. They would 

eat the stew for dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot to 

get cold overnight, then start over the next day. 

Sometimes stew had food in it that had been there for 

quite a while. Hence the rhyme: “Peas porridge hot, 

peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot, nine 

days old.” 

Bread was divided according to status. Workers got 

the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the mid-

dle, and guests got the top, or “The Upper Crust.” 
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From the desk of Betty Lou Gaeng, RFA Historian. 

I am now approaching the end of the seventh generation of Benjamin descendants.  At the beginning 
of this project, I had no idea that it would be Benjamin who would leave a seemingly endless parade of de-
scendants.  As I continue work on the Benjamin book, I find that Benjamin’s descendants have proved not 
only to be prone to have large families; there are many who lived long lives; in fact there are too many to 
mention who lived well into their 90s.  Here are three more centenarians to join the 100+ Club.   

 

 

EARL JAMES SCHENCK7 (Lillian Celia Holmes6, Eliza Ann Marion5, Elizabeth Hughes4, Barbara Ruff-
ner3, Benjamin Ruffner2, Peter Ruffner1) Earl was born 12 November 1892 in Burt County, Nebraska.  He 
was the son of Lilly Celia Holmes and Elmer Schenck.  Elmer died 2 January 1993 at the age of 100 years, 
one month and 21 days.   

 On 20 March 1917, Earl married Ethel A. Warnock.  During their married life Earl and Ethel lived 
in Minnesota, Nebraska and Iowa.  Earl worked as a section man for the railway.  He was a self-employed 
trucker and a machine operator for Thermoflector Corp.  

 Earl’s wife Ethel died at the age of 80 in 1977.  At that time they were living in Hawarden, Sioux 
County, Iowa.  She is buried at Grace Hill Cemetery in Hawarden, Iowa.  Earl is buried next to his wife at 
Grace Hill Cemetery.  Earl and Ethel had one daughter—Mardell Schenck.   

 

ALTA McCORMICK SCHENCK.  Alta was the wife of Raymond (Ray) Schenck, who was a brother of 
Earl Schenck, another centenarian.  Alta was born 16 June 1899 in Hawarden, Sioux County, Iowa.  She 
married Ray in 1925.  Alta died at the age of 101 on 9 March 2001.  She is the second of these centenarians 
to have actually lived in three different centuries.  

 Alta and Ray’s home was in Minneapolis, Minnesota, where Ray operated a retail ice business.  He 
died 16 May 1948 at the age of 47.  Alta did marry a second time; however, she and Ray, her first husband, 
are interred next to each other at Lakewood Cemetery in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  They had two sons.  

 

ETHEL B. HOLMES POTTER6 (Eliza Ann Marion5, Elizabeth Hughes4, Barbara Ruffner3, Benjamin 
Ruffner2, Peter Ruffner1) Ethel was born 24 September 1887 in Illinois.  She was the daughter of Eliza Ann 
Marion and James William Holmes.  Ethel died in December of 1987 at the age of 100 years plus.  Her last 
residence was Craig, Burt County, Nebraska.  She was married to Lloyd Potter, who died in 1977.  They 
had no children.   

 

 You don’t stop laughing because you grow old. 

You grow old because you stop laughing. 

—Michael Pritchard 
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THE CLISER FAMILY AND THE BUILDING OF THE SHENANDOAH NATIONAL PARK 

By Betty Lou Gaeng 

 

EMINENT DOMAIN – two words that sound very important, but did you ever stop to think of the heart aches those 

particular two words have caused.  Here in the United States, as it is throughout the world, eminent domain is part of 

the process of civilization.  Until it has a personal meaning, we pay little attention to the taking of land from a few to 

enhance the lives of many.  It began with the people native to this country and continues as our nation grows—and it is 

never-ending.  

This is a special story which will be included in the upcoming Benjamin book.  Mrs. Cliser is one of the Ruffner fami-

ly’s own—a descendant of Benjamin Ruffner.  Carrie Cliser and her family personally experienced the power of the 

state to take their land in eminent domain.   For them it wrote finish to their own American dream. 

 

 CARRIE BATMAN
6 (Amanda Catherine Fox5, Christiana Rivercomb4, Catharine Ruffner3, Benjamin Ruff-

ner2, Peter Ruffner1) Carrie was born 15 October 1883 in Page County, Virginia, the daughter of Amanda Catherine 

Fox and John Vanburen Batman.  Carrie was the great granddaughter 

of Catharine Ruffner Clem- Bushong, whose own poignant story “A 

Puzzle and the Girl Who Was Left Behind” was told in Ruffner 

Roots & Ramblings. Volume 14, Issue 2, September 2011.    

 

Carrie Batman married Herbert Melanchthon Cliser, the son of 

Samuel David Cliser and Laura Shenk.  Melanchthon was born 6 

September 1874 in the Blue Ridge Mountains to the east of Luray, 

Virginia, on land that had belonged to his family for generations.  

The Clisers (sometimes spelled Clizer) had been pioneers in that sec-

tion of the Blue Ridge Mountains.  Shown here, circa 1910, are Me-

lanchthon Cliser, daughter Merle Cliser, and Carrie Batman Cliser.  

Mr. Cliser’s unusual name has been noted with several different 

spellings; in this article, I have chosen to use the spelling as it ap-

pears on his gravestone.    

 Melanchthon was considered to be a prosperous and well-educated man.  He and Carrie owned 46 acres of 

land near Thornton’s Gap east of Luray in Page County; about a mile to the west of the summit.  Their land had front-

age on Lee Highway (U.S. 211). They had a comfortable modern home (seven rooms and a bath).  This conveniently 

located land was not only their home, it was also their business.  Next to the house were a gas 

station and a small store and lunchroom where Carrie served ham sandwiches, and for ten cents 

you could buy a quarter section of her well-known and very popular huckleberry pie.  Behind 

the house were the barn, a meat house, a car shed, and other outbuildings.  Unlike the largest 

share of the mountain homes, the Cliser’s had indoor plumbing, running water and electricity.   

 On their little piece of the mountainside, the Cliser family lived a contented and comfortable life until 1929 

when those bittersweet words eminent domain began being heard throughout the area.  The rumor of plans for a nation-

al park began spreading.  But, this was the United States—citizens are protected by a Constitution—people have the 

right to own and use their own land and remain on it, and then when the time comes, it will go to the children.  It is the 

dream of every American.   However, it is one which can be derailed in a very short time.   
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 In order to establish the Shenandoah National Park in the Blue Ridge Mountains, a very large condemnation of 

land took place in the late 1920s and early half of the 1930s.  It became one of the largest actions in eminent domain in 

Virginia’s history.  The Commonwealth of Virginia purchased land for the park and donated approximately 190,000 

acres to the federal government, and the park opened to the public in July of 1936.  The commonwealth used eminent 

domain to condemn and acquire the homes and farms of more than 450 mountain families.  Many of the families sold 

their land and voluntarily relocated, and some of the elderly residents received a lifetime right to remain.  However, 

some did refuse to sell and leave their homes.  The commonwealth also used eminent domain to acquire land for Skyline 

Drive and the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

 Melanchthon Cliser, considered one of the wealthiest landowners, was one resident who had no wish to sell and 

relocate.  He became a proficient letter writer, complaining to newspapers, commonwealth and federal officials, and 

even to the president.  He refused the offered check of $4,865, refused to recognize the new ownership, and issued a se-

ries of warnings against trespassing.   When all the efforts to force him to leave failed, eviction action was initiated.  E. 

L. Lucas, the sheriff of Page County, was ordered by the court to handle the eviction.  A reluctant sheriff, Lucas talked 

with the governor hoping the commonwealth would do it differently, and only after he was threatened with contempt of 

court for not complying did Sheriff Lucas follow orders. 

 On October 3, 1935 as Mr. and Mrs. Cliser walked outside to their filling station to help some customers at the 

gas pumps they didn’t realize those customers were the sheriff and his deputies dressed in plain clothes.  The Clisers 

were given the final order to leave peacefully.  Refusing, Mr. Cliser was handcuffed, but before they could get him into 

the sheriff’s car, he sang in a quivering voice his rendition of the entire Star-Spangled Banner.  He then gave a speech 

about his rights which were guaranteed by the Magna Carta and the U.S. Constitution.  As Mrs. Cliser remained on the 

front porch, the deputies removed the family’s furniture and belongings from the house to side of the road and the house 

was then boarded up.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above is Cliser, flanked by Sheriff Lucas and Deputies while Mrs. Cliser watches from porch. 

(Photo courtesy of Page News & Courier, Luray, Virginia). 
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 Other eviction orders were issued for about 20 families who also made the decision to stay.  The commonwealth 

felt it had no other way to remove the people from the property.   

 Years after the eviction of her father and mother from their home, their daughter Merle Fox said that her father 

believed in the Constitution and he never thought that something like this could happen in the United States.   

 In the publication Identity and Power in Narratives of Displacements authored by Katrina M. Powell, Gary 

Cliser was quoted as saying: Others did not resist in any collective way, because people were beaten down already.  It 

was the Great Depression, they had nothing left.  They looked to Melanchthon Cliser to fight; they were behind him but 

couldn’t do it themselves.  

  After their eviction, Melanchthon Cliser’s letters to the government did not stop.  His demands and com-

plaints only increased.   Now 72 years old, in one letter he complained: After my eviction I was compelled to live in a 

dilapidated house and a few acres of land and now instead of my wife baking pies and cakes, she takes in washing for a 

living.  His dignity seemed to be especially hurt because he and his wife, after starting with nothing and building a nice 

home and business, lost it to others for use as nothing more than a playground.   

 Herbert Melanchthon Cliser died at Page Memorial Hospital in Luray, Virginia, on 5 March 1948 at the age of 

73 years, five months and 29 days.  The cause of death was a stroke.  He is buried at Beahms Chapel Cemetery in Luray, 

Page County, Virginia.  Carrie lived a long life, and died 20 June 1981 at the grand age of 97.  She is buried next to Me-

lanchthon at Beahms Chapel Cemetery in Luray, Virginia. 

 Carrie and Melanchthon Cliser had one child, a daughter, Merle Blanche Cliser7, born in Page County, Virginia, 

12 March 1904.  She married (1) Reuben Allen Shenk, and (2) Bergie Franklin Fox (1901-1967).  Bergie was the son of 

Edward Benton Fox and Ida Bell Fox.  Merle died at the Hawksbill Rest Home in Luray on 27 January 2000 at the age 

of 95.  She is buried next to her second husband at Beahms Chapel Cemetery, in Luray, Virginia. 

 

For more information including numerous photos and newspaper articles, check out: http://clisereviction.blogspot.com/. 

————————————————————- 

1Eminent domain, also known as comdemnation or expropriation, is simply described as the legal process established to allow gov-

ernments (and other public or private entities) to gain ownership of private property for public use—including air, water and land 

rights. The Fifth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution only protects owner by a provision that this power can only be exercised after 

the payment of just compensation to the property owner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entrance to the park in the vicinity of the former home of the Cliser family 
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WHAT IS IT? 

WHERE IS IT? 

 

Can you guess where this home is located and 

the Ruffner ancestor who once lived there? 

Answer on Page 11 

_________________________________________ 

MARY RUFFNER BRIDGE WILL BE 

RETURNED TO FAIRFIELD COUNTY, OH  

The bridge was originally positioned on Gun Barrel 

Road in Fairfield County, OH until it was purchased 

and moved to private land in Perry County, OH in 

1982. RFA members who attended the 1999 reunion in 

Lancaster, OH will probably remember visiting it. The 

owner  is giving the bridge at no cost to the Fairfield 

County Parks Commission and it likely will be placed 

over Sycamore Creek at Zeller’s Park in Violet Town-

ship. 

  

The foregoing photo was taken of the bridge in 1999. 

The bridge was built in 1875 and was named for Mary 

Ann (Ruffner) Hill, the youngest child of Emanuel and 

Magdalene (Grove) Ruffner. Unfortunately, Mary had a 

short life—born in 1802, she died in 1828, just six 

months after the birth of her son, John Ruffner Hill. 

Editor’s Note: Thanks to Sara Ruffner Lytle of Seneca, SC for 

alerting us to this news note. 

_____________________________________________ 

RUFFNER BOOKS IN LIBRARY OF 

CONGRESS COLLECTION 

During her tenure as a cataloger at the Library of Con-

gress, RFA board member Judy Henderson cataloged 

and deposited in the Library’s collection both editions 

of Peter Ruffner and His Descendants which were do-

nated by the Association. Before retiring in March with 

thirty-nine years of service, Judy added the most re-

cent  Ruffner book to the collection: Elizabeth Ruffner 

and Husband Jacob Stover compiled by Betty Lou 

Gaeng. The book is visible on her desk in the lower 

right corner of the photograph below. Catalog entries 

for  all of the Ruffner books can be seen on the Library 

of Congress website www.loc.gov and can be accessed 

through any of the Library’s reading rooms. 
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Colours of Friendship 

 

The story of Booker T. Washington’s and Viola K. Ruffner’s  

friendship that has lasted over 150 years 

 

We are very pleased to announce that Elise Blinn, 9th generation Emanuel, and a Freshman at Carl Sandburg 
High School in Orland Park, Illinois, will be writing and illustrating a new children’s book and this time it 
will be the Booker T. Washington and Viola K. Ruffner story!  The name of the book is Colours of Friend-

ship.   This non-fiction book will tell the story of Booker’s and Viola’s backgrounds, how they came to 
meet, Viola’s role in helping Booker learn to read and write, and their life long friendship which continues 
on today with the Ruffner and Washington families.  Since this story not only includes the Ruffner family, 
but the Washington family as well, Elise has invited a Washington descendant to co-illustrate the book with 
her!  We are very excited about the two families working together on this project! 

 

The text of the book will be written at an intermediate level, grades 3-5.  But, it will contain an adult level, 
two-page bio on Viola and Booker, 5 pages of curriculum, and a timeline. These components will allow the 
book to be used with students up through high school.  The curriculum will be written by Marria Blinn, M.A. 
Curriculum and Instruction, University of Illinois, 8th generation Emanuel.   Topics that will be covered in 
this book include acceptance, anti-bullying, courage, friendship, determination, and discrimination. 

 

Colours of Friendship will be published by the A Book By Me organization.  They publish true stories writ-
ten by children for children with the goal of teaching history, patriotism, tolerance, kindness, and doing what 
is right.  Our goal is to have Colours of Friendship published and available for purchase at the next Ruffner 
Family Reunion in June 2017 and also to have it available on-line at Amazon.com. 

 

We will be raising funds to cover the cost of publishing and would like to raise enough money to donate 

copies of this important story to several schools and libraries.  If you are interested in making a tax-

deductible donation to help with the publication of this book, please send your check to: 

Ruffner Family Association 

P.O. Box 351, Luray, VA 22835 

c/o Sam McNeely 

 

We will keep you posted on the progress of this project, as we know that each and everyone one of you is 
proud of your family’s history and will want to own a copy of Colours of Friendship for your own family 
library!   
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From the desk of Betty Lou Gaeng, RFA Historian 

Did you know that our country has never given up the search for our young mili-

tary members who are MIA?  Information on one of our young men who has been 

found and returned was discovered during research for the Benjamin book.  As 

reported by Shenandoah Valley Now, an online publication for Page, Rockingham, 

Shenandoah and Warren Counties, after  more than 63 years one of our Ruffner 

family’s own was brought back to Luray, his hometown.    

 

GLYNDON ELWOOD MOYER8 (Raymond Theodore Moyer7, Martha Jane 

Heiston6, Delila Fox5, Christiana Rivercomb4, Catharine Ruffner3, Benjamin Ruffner2, Peter Ruffner1). 

 

Glyndon was born June 12, 1932, a son of Raymond Theodore Moyer and Ina Pearl Judd Moyer.  Glyndon entered 

the U.S. Army on September 12, 1949; he served as a Pfc. during the Korean Conflict; he was listed as missing in 

action on December 2, 1950, and declared dead on December 31, 1953.  One of our country’s MIAs for over 63 

years, Glyndon’s remains were located, identified and returned to Luray in 2013.  He was buried on Thursday, July 

25, 2013, at Beahms Chapel Cemetery in Luray, Virginia with full military honors. 

 

Glyndon grew up in a very large family—10 siblings, and two half-brothers and a half-sister. By the time Glyndon 

was found, most were deceased; only three brothers and one sister survive. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

THE RFA MAILBOX   

A Note of Thanks from Longwood University 

to Sam McNeely, RFA COO—May 11, 2016 

 

Dear Mr. McNeely: 

Thank you so much for the collection of Ruffner family papers you delivered to the Greenwood Library 

last week. In addition I want to thank you and  your family for the generous donation of $2,500 to pur-

chase equipment and supplies related to processing and digitizing the materials. Your generosity is deeply 

appreciated. 

I also want to take this opportunity to let you know that I am retiring from Longwood at the end of June, 

though my last day in the office will be June 1st. Please know that the Ruffner family papers will be well 

taken care of long after I am gone! Should you wish to contact me personally for any reason, my Long-

wood email will remain active after my retirement (palmers@longwood.edu). 

With best regards, 

Suzy Szasz Palmer, Dean of the Library 
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Answer to What Is It? Where Is It? On page 8 

If you guessed the Benjamin Ruffner Home, you were 

right! Benjamin, the second son of Peter and Mary 

Ruffner, is believed to have built the original part of 

this house, which was added to and modernized by 

subsequent owners. The original part of the house  

was comprised of four rooms and built of immense 

logs. The house is known as “Yankee Sam’s” for Sam 

Forrer who once owned the property. The house has 

been standing for over 250 years. It is located about a 

mile south of old “Mundellsville” or Willow Grove 

Mill on U.S. 340. 

May 8, 2016— 

to Sam McNeely 

from Roger Hershberger 

Greetings. Just wanted to say thanks to all who 

labor on the newsletter. Enjoy the format, or-

ganization, and most of all the content. Cheers 

Editor’s Note: Thanks to Roger for his kind words. It is 

always nice to hear we are doing a good job. 

FAMILY TREE 

The home is a nest where love is 

found to be. The children are the 

branches, the family is the tree. 

With every seasons passing, the seeds of joy are 

sown, with sunshine and with laughter the family 

tree has grown. 

Strong roots that run so deep, to anchor  in the 

weather, give the family tree its strength to always 

stay together. 

In time the nest  will be empty, when all the babes 

have flown, but the tree will always be there for the 

family tree is Home. 

—From the collection of Betty Singer 

 

 

In Loving Memory 

GEORGE K. SIMMONS 

Born—March 13, 1923 

Died—May 10, 2016 

Claremont, California 

George was proud of his World War II 
service and often recalled his days as a 
Tank Commander in the 823rd Tank 
Destroyer Battalion. He married his wife June after the war 
on Valentine’s Day 1946. Two girls, Carol and Nancy, soon 
came long and he cherished his “3 girls” all of his days. 

He was very busy in business, owning two Mobile Home 
Parks and he spent 24 years on the Bell City, CA Council, 
serving as Mayor five times. He was an avid sportsman and 
loved travel. He and June saw much of the world together. 

His zest for life was unbounded and the “party never started 
until George arrived.” He will be missed dearly but the mem-
ories of his love will sustain all who knew and loved him. —

June Simmons, Carol Simmons & Nancy Simmons Larson. 

George was a descendant of the Joseph Ruffner line through 
his grandmother, Agnes Goodrich Ruffner Simmons 

_________________________________________________ 

JAYMI FARLEY-LONG  

(1988-2015) 

Salt Lake City, passed away on Monday, 
Nov. 9, 2015. She was born in Helena, 
Mont., July 1, 1988, to Dr. William and 
Virginia (Schlumpf) Farley. She married 
Colten Long July 4, 2008, in St. Anthony, 
Idaho. Despite battling cancer since she 

was 14, Jaymi completed a master’s in accounting, was 
named the outstanding student in her program at Idaho 
State University and passed her CPA exams on the first try . 
She was survived by her parents, her husband, a daughter, 
two sisters and paternal grandparents. 

 

Memorials continued on page 12 
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In Loving Memory (continued)     

DR. WILLIAM “BILL” THOMAS 

FARLEY Jr. (1956-2015) 

Teton, Idaho, passed away on Friday, Dec. 

25, 2015. He was born in Peoria, IL, May 

19, 1956, to the Rev. William T. and Adell 

(Crawford) Farley. His father died when he was 10, and his 

mother remarried, giving him a second loving father. Bill 

married Virginia Schlumpf May 14, 1977, in Peoria. A gradu-

ate of John Brown University, Covington Theological Semi-

nary and Concordia University, Bill had master’s degrees in 

education and reading, and a PhD in theology. He pastored 

congregations in Tennessee, Montana and Idaho, and served 

as the Protestant pastor at  the Idaho Youth Detention Cen-

ter for nearly 20 years. He taught music and computer sci-

ences at the South Fremont schools in St. Anthony, Idaho. He 

also wrote a book, directed and composed several historic 

pageants, and played in the Idaho Falls Symphony Orchestra. 

He was survived by his wife, two daughters, four grandchil-

dren, parents, three brothers and four sisters. He was pre-

ceded in death by his first  father  and a daughter. 

_____________________________________________ 

ADELL “Dollie” CRAWFORD HARVEY (1937-2016) 

Yuba City, CA, passed away on 

Tuesday, June 28, 2016. She was 

born Feb. 25, 1937, on her fami-

ly’s farm near East Peoria, IL, the 

10th of eleven children born to 

Orval and Edith (Leuallen) Craw-

ford. She married William Thomas 

Farley Sr. Sept. 2, 1955, in East 

Peoria. They left their careers at Caterpillar Tractor Co. in 

1964 to serve as missionaries in Appalachia. Following her 

husband’s death in 1967, Dollie returned with her three chil-

dren to Illinois, where she handled public relations for the 

Rural Home Missionary Association. On Oct. 6, 1968, she 

married the Rev. John “Jack” Harvey, a widower with four 

children, in East Peoria. A year later, they made it “yours, 

mine and ours” when an eighth child was born to the Har-

vey/Farley Gang. They ran an electrical sign business in the 

Peoria area for several years. Following the 1976  Teton Dam 

flood, they moved to Teton, Idaho, to work with the Inter-

faith Disaster Coalition. They pastored several churches in 

Idaho and Montana before moving to California in 1996 

when Jack was appointed director of Missionary Gospel  

Fellowship. Dollie wrote for several newspapers and had 16 

books published. She was awarded an honorary doctorate in 

ministry in 2013 from the Institut Baptiste Formation Pasto-

rale et Missionaire de Cote d’Ivoire. She is survived by four 

daughters, three sons, 15 grandchildren, and 15 great-

grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her parents, 

her first husband, six brothers, four sisters, a son and a 

granddaughter. (Her husband Jack passed away July 22, 

2016, about three weeks after Dollie’s death.) 

The family lineage for Jaymi Farley-Long, Dr. William “Bill” 

Thomas Farley Jr. and Adell “Dollie” Crawford Harvey is: 

Jaymi Long / William Farley / Adell Harvey / Orval Crawford/

Elizabeth Roberts / Margaret Marion / Barbara Ruffner/

Benjamin Ruffner / Peter Ruffner 

__________________________________________________ 

 MARILYN LEE RUFFNER (1931-2016) 

Gentle, sweet, kindhearted Marilyn 

Ruffner passed away quietly on Sun-

day 7/31 in her most favorite 

place—at home with her loving fam-

ily, within one month of her 85th 

birthday. It was said of her—a lady 

always knows when it’s time to 

leave the party. Marilyn Letourneau 

married Norman Ruffner (desc. Emanuel) and raised ten chil-

dren over the course of their 60 year marriage, all the while 

calling Tacoma, WA home. She now joins Norman and two 

sons, Michael and Dana in the house of God. Her children 

write: “Our mom was truly our everything: parent, role mod-

el, teacher, nurse, cheerleader, chef, chauffeur, personal 

banker, confidant and most of all, our best friend! She was a 

huge supporter of all local sports, amateur and professional. 

Of all the sports she loved, nothing ever came close to soccer 

and her beloved Sounders. Mom’s love of sports, although 

passionate, was a distant second to her love of family. She 

never missed a birthday, holiday or special occasion. Like 

clockwork, the cards and letters appeared in the mailbox. 

Even when it became a chore to hold a pen, the cards contin-

ued to come. Just as we all cherished her, those cards, espe-

cially the last ones, will be forever cherished.” Marilyn is sur-

vived by her eight remaining childen: Norma, Pat (Vicki), 

Mark, Jeff (Julie), Kelly, Scott (Janice), Chris and Steve (Beth), 

and her many, many grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
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