
  

“Ruffners Return” 
 

Over the past 18 years, we have had the 

opportunity to attend Ruffner Reunions through-

out various parts of the country. By far, the one 

in Charleston/Malden, WV, this year was the 

most meaningful to me. From the moment we 

arrived at the Holiday Inn, I knew this one was 

going to be something special. The first thing we 

saw upon checking-in was the front-page article 

from The Charleston Gazette (see page 6) about 

the “Ruffners return” to Charleston. I knew, then, 

that our Joseph Ruffner descendants had not been 

forgotten. 

 

What made it special? I don't know if it was our 

family members sitting in the hotel lobby “telling 

family stories,” or whether just being together as 

a “family,” the positive factor. It could have been 

the thrill of seeing Holly Grove Plantation (home 

of Daniel) or the fantastic display of the 

“Ruffners trek through history” as sponsored by 

the Cultural Center. Maybe it was the wonderful 

tour of Ruffner sites in Charleston set up by the 

Reunion Committee on Saturday morning. I 

suspect it was all of these, but the fact that we 

spent Saturday afternoon in Malden where I was 

born played a major role. Touring the Salt Works 

site where we used to play as kids was a poignant 

trip down memory lane. 

 

It was in Malden where our family had the 

opportunity to hear Larry Rowe—attorney, 

historian and lecturer—speak of our ancestors in 

ways we had never before heard or imagined. 

Assembled in the 135 year-old African Zion 

Church, approximately 75 members of our 

family appeared spellbound as Larry wondered 

aloud about “life around the kitchen table” at the 

David Ruffner household. 

 

Larry Rowe 

(photo by Jim McNeely) 

 

Seated there was David, entrepreneur and in-

ventor, who founded a method of extracting salt 

(later, oil and gas) from the earth that was a first-

of-its-kind invention in Western civilization; 

Henry, the Presbyterian Minister, who organized 

Charleston's Presbyterian congregation and per-

sonally built the Kanawha Salines Presbyterian 

Church in Malden brick by brick; William Henry, 

the designer of and first Superintendent of 

Virginia's public school system; General Lewis 

Ruffner, salt manufacturer and member of the 

House of Delegates; and Viola Ruffner, Lewis' 

second wife, a school teacher, who played an 

enormous role in Booker T. Washington's 

personal development. She provided the in- 

spiration for his education and emancipation. 

 

Rowe's conclusion was, that as great as the 

Ruffner's contributions were to the heart and soul 

of the Kanawha Valley, none were more 

important than what the Ruffner family, 

particularly Viola, did for a young Booker T. 

Washington and his future fame in creating an 

(continued on page 3) 
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Mission of the Ruffner Family Association 

Chartered and incorporated in 1999, to support 

an association of members who will research and 

preserve their common heritage through the 

collection of artifacts and documents which form 

the basis for knowledge and appreciation of the 

historic role played by the Ruffner Descendants 

and their collateral lines in the settlement and 

development of the American Frontier. 

 

Check our Website – www.ruffnerfamily.org 

 

 

What Is It? Where Is It? 

 

 
Can you guess the name of this historic 

home? Do you know where it is and who 

lived in it? 

 

Answer on page 12. 

 

 
Have you paid your 

2015 RFA dues? 

 

Membership year is 

from January 1
st
 to 

December 31
st
. 

 

 

Please send to: Ruffner Family Association 

P.O.Box 351, Luray, VA 22835 

mailto:gangwaywest@aol.com
mailto:shmcneely@comcast.net
mailto:Jokerreid@yahoo.com
http://www.ruffnerfamily.org/
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Ruffners Return (continued from page 1) 

African-American middle class in America. In 

short, “just about everything in Charleston and 

Malden, WV, was pioneered by the Ruffner 

family” - our ancestors! 

 

Larry Rowe's kind words about our Ruffner 

family, echoed through my head as I walked 

through the narrow streets of Malden, and for the 

first time in my 75 years, my ancestral family 

came alive to me. How wonderful it was to 

visualize them winding down the same narrow 

lanes and paths, as I did, visiting the same 

Presbyterian Church built by our ancestors—the 

very same church where I was christened—and 

realizing it was likely that I could have sat in the 

same pew where they sat 220 years ago! It was 

an over-whelming and emotional feeling and one 

likely to remain with me for a long time. 

 

Finally, on Sunday, we were treated to a fabulous 

Sunday morning luncheon at the West Virginia 

Cultural Center, with white tablecloths and 

delicious food, surrounded by our Ruffner 

Family of “yesterday” and today. 

 

We left Charleston feeling far richer and blessed 

than we could have ever imagined. It was hard to 

say good-bye to this wonderful place on this 

almost perfect weekend. Indeed, the “Ruffners 

did return!” 

 

The next reunion will be held in Luray, VA, in 

2017. We look forward to welcoming our 

Ruffner Family to all our local historical Ruffner 

sites and to the “place we can all call home!” 

 

Sincerely, 

James Ruffner McNeely, Sr. 
 

 

Like branches on a tree, our lives may 

grow in different directions 

yet our roots remain as one. 

 

~ Unknown 
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BOARD MEETING 

HIGHLIGHTS 

June 21, 2015 

Charleston, WV 

Submitted by 

Marria Blinn, Secretary 

 

 

PROPOSED & PASSED ACTIONS: 

► Reviewed and accepted board minutes for              

Denver, CO 2014 

► That the COO be given full discretion to pay 

expenses under $100 without board approval. 

► That Membership will no longer be the COO's 

duty. 

► That Susan Nolan will take over Membership 

and work with Jeanine Hawkins to maintain 

members e-mail list which will be used for 

newsletters and membership. 

► To allocate $5,000 to the Longwood 

University for the RFA Archival Project. 

► That the 2017 RFA Reunion be held in Luray, 

VA. 

► To make Larry Rowe an Honorary Member of 

the Ruffner Family Association. 

► That next year's 2016 board meeting be held 

via conference call – time and date TBA. 

 

“Summer is briefly ours, a season that dims the 

memory of the inclement weather in 

March and holds no hint of raw November.... 

The urgency of Spring is past, daisies whiten 

the  roadsides. Fireflies sparkle in the evening. 

Time flows like the brook that must have 

leisured through Eden when the summer 

blessed a young innocent Earth.” 

 

~ From Twelve Moons of the Year 

by Hal Borland 

 



Page 4 

President's Message 

RFA Archive Update 

 
Just a few years ago, I never 

thought about archives, and 

within one year I have 

enjoyed visits to the one at 

Longwood University in 

Farmville, VA, and the one at 

The Cultural Center, Capitol 

Complex, in Charleston, WV. 

During our recent reunion, 

the West Virginia archivists 

pre-pared three large glass cases of Ruffner 

documents and photos housed at the center. 

Highlights of that special exhibit included: David 

Ruffner's will from 1843 as well as his daily 

weather journal from 1832-1834; the Civil War 

correspondence and oath of Union militia of 

General Lewis Ruffner (of Kanawha County); 

and a day book from 1810 that contains an entry 

for Joseph Ruffner (Peter Sr.'s son – the first 

Ruffner to travel to the valley). The Charleston 

Gazette had used some of these resources to 

write a wonderful article with old photos for their 

newspaper about the Ruffner heritage and our 

family's coming to the area for our 2015 reunion 

(see page 6). 

 Interestingly, this article brought a local 

woman, Betty Kirkwood, to the archives to share 

her master's thesis on three speeches of Henry 

Ruffner. I was lucky enough to make her 

acquaintance, and the archives were pleased to 

add her work to their inventory. Betty gave me a 

copy to read. Henry's point of view strongly 

supported the separation of Western Virginia 

from Eastern Virginia. This thesis will travel to 

our own Ruffner Archive at Longwood so others 

can read Henry's well educated words which 

reflected his concern for Virginia's future. 

 Speaking of Longwood University, our 

RFA Board has voted to financially support our 

commitment to build a repository of Ruffner 

items there. Bob Sheets of Denver, CO has 

recently sent many boxes of items from his 

research collection through the years to us in the 

east. After the archivists at Longwood have  
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sorted through Bob's contributions, they will join 

our family genealogy books which were the 

seeds to begin our project. The Longwood staff 

has agreed to store the materials with acid free 

paper and boxes which will enable people to use 

them for research in years to come. Our ultimate 

goal is to have some of the materials scanned and 

available online for folks to view from any 

location. All this processing will take time and 

money, and the board has decided to support 

these efforts with a $4,000 contribution now 

toward the conservation of materials and labor of 

the Longwood staff. 

Collection of Bob Sheets (Jim McNeely Photo) 

 

 The RFA Board feels that our 

organization should maintain documentation of 

Ruffner history and provide opportunities for 

others to investigate our heritage. We hope that 

you too will support our efforts to make this a 

lasting impact by saving Ruffner materials for 

reference in years to come. Your previous 

contributions to the endowment fund were the 

seed money to move ahead on this endeavor, and 

we are hoping more of you will continue to 

support this noble cause. 

 Contributions can be sent to the 

Ruffner Family Association at P.O. Box 351, 

Luray, VA 22835. All donations are tax 

deductible as we are a 501(c)(3) organization. 

We sincerely hope you will support our 

association's endeavors now and in the future. 

 

Sincerely, 

Phyllis Hershock, President 
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FIRST RFA ARCHIVE DELIVERY 

TO GREENWOOD LIBRARY AT 

LONGWOOD UNIVERSITY 
  

L-R: Craig Hershock, Jim McNeely, 

Dr. Bob Brown, Suzy S. Palmer, Dean of the 

Greenwood Library, Lydia Williams, Archive & 

Records Specialist, Sam McNeely, RFA COO, 

and Chris Neal of the Longwood Foundation. 

 

 

 

Presentation of RFA initial contribution to 

Longwood University by Sam McNeely (center) 

to Suzy Palmer (left) and Chris Neal (right) 

 

(photos by Jim McNeely) 
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From the desk of Betty Gaeng, RFA's Historian  

 

As a researcher and writer of 

both genealogy and history, I 

have come to respect our 

technological age which pro-

vides instant information with 

just a few strokes on our computer keyboards—

without leaving the comfort of home. With this in 

mind, I am going to refresh your memories about 

an internet site I have mentioned before—one I 

frequently use. 

 Now that RFA members and friends 

during the association's reunion in Charleston in 

June have had a chance to learn firsthand a little 

of the history and uniqueness of West Virginia, 

do you want to learn more? There is a great 

website which features information about the 

state's history and its current and upcoming 

activities. Among the varied information offered, 

this site also has free access to early-day vital 

statistics in the form of copies of original birth, 

death and marriage certificates from many of the 

state's counties. 

 You can even read a copy of Henry 

Ruffner's Address to the People of West Virginia 

in 1847 in its original form. Of course, from the 

date of this article you know he was not actually 

addressing the people of the State of West 

Virginia, but rather the people of the western 

section of Virginia. Before its actual division in 

1863, Virginia was already divided by a form of 

ideology. Thus, in his address Henry Ruffner 

refers to the differences in thoughts between the 

people of Eastern Virginia and Western Virginia. 

 The website I am referring to is that of the 

West Virginia Division of Culture and History. 

The Division of Culture and History states that 

its mission is to identify, preserve, protect, 

promote and present the ideas, arts and artifacts 

of West Virginia's heritage, building pride in their 

past accomplishments and confidence in their 

future. 

 For those of you who wish to continue 

your learning experiences, this is internet 

education at its very best. If you do wish to learn 

more, check out: http://www.wvculture.org. 

 

http://www.wvculture.org/
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The following article appeared in the June 18, 

2015 issue of The Charleston Gazette and is 

reprinted here with the newspaper's and the 

author's permission. 

 

By Rick Steelhammer 

Staff writer 

 

In 1815, Kanawha County saltmaker, Daniel 

Ruffner completed work on a stately, solid, two-

story brick mansion built to replace the log 

farmhouse his family had occupied since moving 

here from Virginia's Shenandoah Valley in 1795. 

 Later this week, 80 Ruffner descendants 

from across the nation will hold a family reunion 

in Charleston, where they will observe the 

mansion's 200
th

 birthday and visit other Kanawha 

Valley points of interest either touched by or 

created by their ancestors. 

 Nestled in a stand of holly trees adjacent 

to what is now the State Capitol Complex, the 

mansion that would be known as Holly Grove 

was built to last. Eighteen-inch-thick walls built 

of heavy brick imported from England took 

shape atop a foundation of sandstone blocks. 

Green shutters covered the windows of the 15- 
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bedroom building, and a dining room extended 

from the rear of the home toward a free-standing 

kitchen, built separately to reduce the risk of fire. 

 The mansion symbolized the Ruffner 

family's success. While converting into a 

plantation a 1,000-acre expanse of forest 

stretching from the old log structure of Fort Lee, 

Charleston's first building, just east of the present 

downtown district, upriver to what is now Daniel 

Boone Park and up onto the ridge overlooking 

what would become West Virginia's capital city, 

family members learned to drill for saline brine 

in the Malden area, convert it into salt and sell it 

for a profit. 

 During its early years, Holly Grove 

served as an inn for weary travelers, as well as 

the home for the Ruffner family. 

 An 1826 advertisement for the inn 

observed that owner Daniel Ruffner “has opened 

a house of private entertainment at his 

commodious residence, situated one mile and a 

half from the town of Charleston on the road 

leading thence to Lewisburg. Every effort will be 

made to render the lodging of the traveler 

comfortable and his diet palatable. His pastures 

are extensive and corn abundant. He will 

therefore be amply prepared to accommodate the 

cattle or hog merchant. For travelers on 

horseback, or in carriages, he will be able to 

furnish good stables well supplied with all kinds 

of provender for horses.” 

 According to Ruffner family history, 

guests at Holly Grove in its early years included 

Daniel Boone, Kentucky senator and presidential 

hopeful Henry Clay, ornithologist John J. 

Audubon and, in 1832, President Andrew 

Jackson. 

 The family's involvement in the Kanawha 

Valley salt industry began in 1794, when family 

patriarch Joseph Ruffner, then living near Luray, 

Virginia, bought – sight unseen – 500 acres of 

bottom land near the mouth of Campbells Creek 

containing numerous natural salt licks once 

frequented by bison. 

 Ruffner bought the property from John 

Dickinson, who described the land and its 

possibilities to him after the two met by chance 

while traveling on business along the upper  
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James River. After visiting the tract in 1795, 

Ruffner put his sons, David and Joseph Jr., in 

charge of developing a viable salt production 

facility on the salt-bearing land, while he focused 

on clearing a plantation on what is now 

Charleston's East End. 

 It turned out to have been a wise choice. 

In addition to learning how to drill into rock to 

tap quantities of concentrated saline brine, the 

Ruffner brothers were the first salt makers to use 

coal in the evaporation process. According to an 

1826 U.S. History text included in a Ruffner 

family exhibit now on display in the State 

Archives Library, David Ruffner also “invented a 

machine which forces water uphill for a distance 

of three miles” for use in salt-making. 

 By 1805, two years after their father died, 

the Ruffner brothers' salt operation was turning a 

profit. 

 David Ruffner went on to serve several 

terms in the Virginia General Assembly and was 

commissioned a colonel in the Virginia Militia. 

 Among children he and his wife raised 

was Henry Ruffner, their eldest son, who became 

a Presbyterian minister and organized 

Charleston's first Presbyterian congregation, 

before joining the faculty, and later becoming the 

president of, Washington College – now 

Washington and Lee University. 

 Although his family's salt works was 

powered with slave labor, Henry Ruffner was the 

author of the 1847 “Ruffner Pamphlet,” in which 

he opposed slavery, not so much on moral 

grounds but because the practice inhibited the 

growth of industry, agriculture, jobs and 

education. 

 Henry Ruffner's younger brother, Lewis, 

became a state legislator, supported the Union 

cause during the Civil War, and served as a 

delegate to the Wheeling Convention, where he 

called for what turned out to be an unsuccessful 

vote to name the new state to be carved from 

Virginia's western counties “Kanawha.” 

 After the war, Lewis Ruffner returned to 

Malden, where he continued to produce salt. 

After his first wife died, he hired Viola Knapp to 

serve as his family's governess, and later married 

the former teacher. 
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 Shortly after the end of the Civil War, 

Booker T. Washington and his family walked to 

Malden from their former slave home near 

Roanoke, Virginia, to find employment in the salt 

works. Booker Washington, then 11, worked as a 

gardener and servant for Lewis and Viola 

Ruffner. Mrs. Ruffner assumed the role of 

mentor for the youth, and encouraged him to 

pursue his dream of furthering his education. 

 “The lessons I have learned in the home 

of Mrs. Ruffner were as valuable to me as any 

education I have gotten since,” Washington wrote 

in his autobiography, “Up From Slavery.” Viola 

Ruffner, he wrote, “always encouraged and 

sympathized with me in all my efforts to get an 

education.” 

 After the Civil War ended and the 

Kanawha County salt industry collapsed, other 

Ruffners left their mark on Charleston. 

 In 1885, brothers Andrew and Meredith 

Ruffner built the 180-room Ruffner Hotel at the 

corner of Hale Street and what is now Kanawha 

Boulevard. The eight-story hotel was then second 

in size only to the Capitol in Charleston. Andrew 

and Meredith Ruffner also founded Ruffner 

Brothers Wholesale Grocery in the early 1900s. 

 Other Charleston landmarks linked to the 

Ruffner family include Ruffner Memorial Park, 

on Kanawha Boulevard East, part of the original 

Ruffner farm; Rosedale, the log home of Joseph 

and Anne Ruffner, now located next to the Craik-

Patton House; Ruffner Memorial Church; 

Kanawha Presbyterian Church; and Ruffner 

Street. 

 While the Holly Grove mansion is the 

centerpiece for the Ruffner Reunion, the 

building, now owned by the state, will not be 

open for tours. A $3 million project to renovate 

the mansion and create public conference space 

inside was approved several years ago, but only 

stabilization work, such as roofing, has been 

authorized, and the rest of the project has been 

put on hold, due to budgetary concerns. In its 

present state, the mansion is considered unsafe 

for visitors. 

 Ruffner family members are aware of and 

understand the situation, according to Phyllis  

(continued on page 8) 
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Hershock, president of the Ruffner Family 

Association. 

 “Luckily we have a strong connection 

with Malden, where other Ruffners have lived,” 

she said, including Lewis and Viola Ruffner,” 

and we have a connection with the Booker T. 

Washington family. Some of us have attended 

their reunions, and a couple of them have 

attended ours.” 

 A luncheon at the Culture Center, a visit 

to the Ruffner Exhibit in the State Archives and a 

tour of the Dickinson Salt Works will be among 

reunion activities, which begin Friday and end 

Sunday. 

 The last Ruffner Family Reunion in 

Charleston took place in 1995. 

 

 

Prayers Answered for 

Ruffner Memorial 

Presbyterian Church 

in Charleston 
 

When the congregation of 

worshipers in this large 

church dwindled from 800 in the 1960s to around 

40 in 2015, it left a vast amount of unused space 

and they prayed for a solution. Their prayers 

were richly answered in the past five years when 

four other congregations in need of a place to 

worship were welcomed to the commodious 

building on Quarrier Street. 

 

First to come was St. Michael Independent 

Catholic Church in 2010. In 2013, Kanawha 

Valley Church affiliated with the International 

Church of Christ became the second start-up 

congregation to call Ruffner Memorial home. 

2015 brought two more congregations to the 

building—Keystone Apostolic Church, whose 

building was destroyed by a landslide, and the 

Nigerian Church of God. 

 

“There have been absolutely no glitches,” Pastor 

Bill Brown said. “We looked and we prayed for a 

way we could serve God and it came to us. It's 

odd what prayer will do.” 
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Ruffner Memorial Presbyterian Church 

(Photo by Jim McNeely) 

 

The present church was erected in 1920 on land 

donated by Hattie Maxwell Ruffner. The site was 

part of the original Ruffner Plantation. The 

church is located directly across from the state 

capitol building in Charleston, so there is plenty 

of parking for the four congregations that meet 

on Sunday morning. 

 

Those attending the 2015 Ruffner Family 

Reunion in Charleston were treated to a 

delightful and informative tour led by parishioner 

Pat Posey. While there, we witnessed first hand 

the versatility and adaptability going on in the 

busy church as many members of the five 

congregations prepared for various activities. 

 

Ruffner Memorial does not ask for rent from any 

of the four congregations that use its church but 

they do divide up the cost of the utilities between 

them. Pastor Bill Brown said, “It's given Ruffner 

new life. It's been a total blessing to us. I think 

the people who are worshiping with us feel the 

same way. For us I think it's been the greatest 

blessing. Everything that has happened has been 

as a result of prayer. We have prayed for a way to 

be useful and a way to serve God, and I think it's 

come to us.”  

 

Compiled by Joan Ruffner Reid from “Five 

Congregations call Ruffner Memorial home”  
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Red House in Eleanor, WV to 

receive historical recognition 
 

As part of the Rivers to Ridges Heritage Trail (a 

State Scenic Byway in 2009—Route 62 in West 

Virginia from Nitro to Point Pleasant) Project, 

the community of Eleanor has been slated for 

historical significance. 

 

Long before it was known as Eleanor, WV, the 

old Ruffner House (aka Red House, The Brick, 

etc.) stood there. It is believed the house was 

built by Benjamin Franklin Ruffner (Peter/Joseph  

/Tobias) born in 1809 in the Kanawha Valley. In 

1833, he married Rebecca Ann Ruffner (a cousin 

—Peter/Peter Jr./Jonas) born in 1817 in the 

Shenandoah Valley. The Ruffner House in 

Eleanor was occupied by Benjamin (a salt 

maker) and Rebecca Ruffner in both the 1840 

and 1850 census reports. It is therefore logical, 

he being the only Benjamin in the Ruffner family 

in that time period with a wife named Rebecca, 

that he built the Ruffner house—possibly 

between 1825 and 1840. 

 

(RR&R File Photo) 

 

The center of the house is original with 

modifications made by various owners. The two 

wings were added by the Federal Government in 

1935 when they used  it for headquarters during 

the Red House West Virginia Rural Industrial 

Community Homestead Project by the Federal 

Relief Administration begun by Eleanor 

Roosevelt. The town of Red House was renamed 

Eleanor in her honor. 
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Jim Flook, a historian with Americorps VISTA 

Program, who is connected with the Rivers to 

Ridges Heritage Trail Project, plans to place 

three interpretative panels (wayside markers) in 

Eleanor, most likely in late September. The three 

panels will reflect the history of 1) the Ruffner 

House; 2) the communities in the area; and 3) the 

1930s Homestead Project. 

 

He plans to invite interested RFA members to the 

dedication. For those unable to travel to Eleanor, 

he will share pictures of the panels once installed 

with the Ruffner Family Association. 

 

Joan Ruffner Reid, Editor 

 

 

 

The publication of The Descendants of 

Peter and Mary Ruffner's daughter 

 

Elizabeth Ruffner and 

husband Jacob Stover 
 

through their two sons 

John Stover and Joseph Stover 

 

by Betty Lou Gaeng 

 

The book is available for $25.00 from the 

Ruffner Family Association 

P.O. Box 351, Luray, VA 22835 

 

 

Early Strasburg, Virginia—Elizabeth's home 

as she would have known it. 
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RECENT MEMORIALS 

 

Anita L. Ruffner 
age 84, of Bellevue, 

Neb., passed away July 

29, 2015. She was 

preceded in death by her 

parents, Joseph and 

Grace Amato; brother, 

Angelo Amato. 

 

Anita is survived by 

husband, Gerhold “Paul” Ruffner (desc. Peter 

Jr.); step children, John (Annette) Ruffner, Daniel 

Ruffner, David Ruffner, Jim (Jean) Ruffner; six 

step grandchildren; five step great grandchildren; 

sister, Marie Schroeder. Interment took place at 

St. Joseph Cemetery, Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

 

 

BELATED MEMORIALS 

 

Ernest Howard Ruffner III (desc. Joseph) 

Ernest of Mt. Washington, Ohio, husband of the 

late Rose Mary Donaworth Ruffner, passed away 

peacefully on his 81
st
 birthday, January 13, 2013 

at his home. He was preceded in death by his 

parents, Ernest Howard Ruffner II and Flora 

Vaught. He was a direct descendant of General 

Lewis Ruffner and Viola Knapp Ruffner. 

 
He was survived by his sons David A. (Sue) and 

Andrew H. Ruffner of Cincinnati and Daniel E. 

Ruffner of Washington, DC; and niece Donna 

Donaworth Dowdney of Batavia. 

 
Born and raised in Williamsburg, Ohio, he 

attended the General Motors Institute and the 

University of Cincinnati, and also served in the 

US Army. Retired as a district engineer and 

construction manager from Cincinnati Bell in  
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1989 after 32 years of service. Interment took 

place at Williamsburg Cemetery. 

 

Ernest (on right) with Bob Sheets and Booker T. 

Washington's granddaughters Margaret and 

Edith, Lancaster, Ohio – 1999 

 

 

Samuel S. Hodson 
July 15, 1906―July 19, 2002 

 

Samuel, (desc. Benjamin) 

age 96, lifetime resident 

of Middletown, Indiana, 

died at the Middletown 

Nursing & Rehabilitation 

Center after a lengthy 

illness. 

 

He was born July 15, 1906 in Madison County, 

the son of Samuel and Jenny Boushong Hodson. 

He had been a farmer all of his life. 

 

He was preceded in death by his wife Alice in 

1986, 2 brothers: Fred and Lester Hodson and 2 

sister: Esta Morrison. He was a member of the 

Moose Lodge and Elks Lodge of New Castle. 

Survivors are 1 sister: Hazel Scothorn of 

Anderson and several nieces and nephews. 

 

 

“All would live long, 

but none would be old.” 
 



―Benjamin Franklin  
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Benjamin William Weidinger 
(descendant Emanuel) received a Bachelor of 

Arts degree in History from the University of 

Virginia on May 16, 2015. He is the son of Anita 

and Michael Weidinger of Yorktown, Virginia. 

 

 Benjamin (then a 9-year-old) was one of the 

children who participated in the unveiling of the 

Ruffner Monument Dedication adjacent to the 

Page County Library on June 17, 2001 with Sam 

McNeely, Bob Sheets and Nancy Lee Shifflett. 

  

 

RUFFNER ROOTS & RAMBLINGS 

IS GOING DIGITAL 

Effective with the Fall 2015 edition, Ruffner 

Roots & Ramblings will be mainly transmitted 

electronically. Future issues will be delivered 

primarily by email. For those who don't use this 

medium, hard copies will be printed and mailed 

as before. In addition, the newsletter will be  
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posted on the family website. To ensure proper 

delivery please send your current email address 

to: shmcneely@comcast.net. The family website 

can be accessed at: ruffnerfamily.org. 

 

Printed copies may be received by sending 

your current address to: S. H. McNeely, Box 

351, Luray, VA 22835 or by calling: 540-742-

2779. 

 

 

 

R.F.A. 

Thanks for all your hard work to make the 

Charleston Reunion so great. Look forward to 

seeing all again. 

 

Our Best, 

Carol Simmons & Bob Riley 

 

 

You know how to make people feel comfortable, 

how to make sure they have a good time... 

…and, of course, how to make them wish 

they could spend even more time with you. 

 

Thanks for everything! 

Especially my lovely pillow, 

May God Bless, 

Annis Wallace 

 

 

DEADLINE FOR THE FALL ISSUE 

OCTOBER 15, 2015 

 

WE WELCOME YOUR INPUT! 

Family Stories, Ideas, Family News, Pictures 

 

Joan Ruffner Reid 

4705 Wenham Park, Columbus, OH 43230 

Jokerreid@yahoo.com 

mailto:shmcneely@comcast.net
mailto:Jokerreid@yahoo.com
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THE RFA 

 NEEDS YOU! 

 
Would that we could put 

you all into the great 

Conestoga Wagon which 

survives today in the 

Rowles-Ruffner Barn in 

Rushville, Ohio. Would that we could bounce 

you along in every bump and grind of the iconic 

family history of the descendants from Peter and 

Mary Steinman Ruffner. We can't get you all in 

the wagon but the 276 years are not lost in the 

dust-bin of history—if you support the Ruffner 

Family Association. It is through the RFA that a 

family tree of many branches has been pulled 

together in what is a forest of tall timber 

experience that tells the story of America itself. 

We indeed have a wonderful, exciting and 

admirable family history and it is worthy of 

research, study and preservation, for our own 

enrichment, but more importantly, for the coming 

generations. 

 

There truly is not a location or habitat within the 

United States or life changing event in which the 

American sense of place and character was 

born—that a Ruffner cousin was not present. 

Facing reality, many of us will soon be in the 

new category of “they were our ancestors who 

founded the Association.” Thus, as each year 

passes a new generation is called forward to 

continue the work begun at our founding in 1999. 

 

We now call upon the younger generations to 

serve on our board of directors, participate in 

reunions,  read the newsletter, contribute to the 

special publications, donate items to the Ruffner 

Archive at Longwood Library and otherwise 

support the Ruffner Family Association to 

validate those Ruffner Footsteps through the 

history of our Nation. 

 

Robert Newman Sheets 

 

RR&R 

 

ANSWER TO WHAT IS IT? WHERE IS IT? 

 

If you said The John Ruffner Home, you were 

right! John Ruffner was the youngest son of Peter 

Ruffner Jr. and built this brick home circa 1834, 

located at Egypt Bend in Page County. It was 

passed on to his son Reuben; then to grandson 

Jacob William Ruffner and his son Jacob Daniel 

Ruffner, father of Jane Ruffner Lucas. John 

Ruffner was born 3 Dec. 1792 in Shenandoah 

County, Virginia and died 23 Nov. 1863. 

 

John and his wife, Elizabeth 'Betsy' Long [1799-

1860] are buried in the Ruffner/Bauserman 

family cemetery located just south of the house. 

(Photo of house is from RR&R files) 

 

 

 

FAMILY TREE 

 
The home is a nest where 

love is found to be. 

The children are the 

branches, the family 

is the tree. 

 

With every seasons passing, 

the seeds of joy are sown. 

With sunshine and with laughter 

the family tree has grown. 

 

Strong roots that run so deep, 

to anchor in the weather, 

give the family tree its strength 

to always stay together. 

 

In time the nest will be empty, 

when all the babes have flown, 

but the tree will always be there 

for the family tree is Home. 

 

―From the collection of Betty Singer 


