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Mission of the Ruffner 

Family Association 
Chartered and incorporated in 1999, to 

support an association of members who 

will research and preserve their common 

heritage through the collection of 

artifacts and documents which form the 

basis for knowledge and appreciation of 

the historic role played by the Ruffner 

Descendants and their collateral lines in 

the settlement and development of the 

American Frontier. 

 

A Letter from our President 
 

The Ruffner Family traveled to Ohio in June for the 

largest gathering for a board meeting we've ever 

experienced. There were the usual hugs and 

chatting as well as a bus tour of the highlights we 

enjoyed at the Lancaster reunion in 1999. One of 

the special events was visiting the homestead of 

Emanuel Ruffner, marveling at the covered wagon 

his family used to travel from the Luray area in 

1805 and enjoying the hospitality of the Rowles 

family, descendants who care lovingly for the land, 

its buildings and family cemetery. 

 You have many opportunities to contribute 

to the goals we discussed at the board meeting. 

Perhaps you might consider receiving the Ruffner Roots & Ramblings 

electronically. Please contact Sam McNeely with your email address to 

make that transition and help us reduce our printing and mailing costs. 

 Sharon Hastings reported that the updated Benjamin genealogy 

book is well on its way, but she still needs the assistance of Benjamin 

descendants. See page 12 of this issue to see how you can help. 

 As noted in the letter you recently received from Sam McNeely, 

a permanent Ruffner Historical Archive and Collection has been 

established at Longwood University. Your generosity now, or perhaps in 

your wills or obituaries, will speed us toward our initial goal of $25,000 

and provide resources for the future. If you have personal materials you 

wish to contribute to the Archive,  please contact me with their 

description and an estimate of the size/type of container required for their 

storage. The RFA is also looking for worthy events or locations that 

would benefit from our support. Please contact Sam McNeely with your 

suggestions. 

 There is one more way you can be a part of our RFA efforts. We 

have begun a collection of information for a Guide Book of Ruffner sites 

around the country. See page 12 of this issue to see how you can help 

Marria Blinn with this effort. 

 The often asked question we receive is - “where will we be 

meeting again?” With the 200
th

 anniversary of Holly Grove Mansion in 

Charleston, WV in 2015, that community has been eager for us to 

coordinate our reunion with them. That being decided, the board elected 

to choose a location farther west for the 2014 board meeting. We knew 

Bob and Shirley Sheets would help us choose a site in the Denver, 

Colorado area. See page 3 of this issue to see how you can volunteer 

your services for the planning of these two events. 

 Many thanks go out to the family members who have given so 

much to build our wonderful organization. We are grateful to some who 

have now offered to share their time and talents, such as Judy 

Henderson who will work with our archives and Marria who is 

researching and preparing the information for our Guide Book. And, now 

all the membership can contribute in any of the ways suggested above. 

Thank you for supporting us in our efforts to preserve our family legacy 

and ensure a lasting heritage for the future. 

 

Phyllis Hershock 

chershock@cyberia.com 
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