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Come join us in celebrating the 20th anniversary of the 1997 Monument to 

Peter and Mary Steinman Ruffner and its rededication in the land of our ancestors. 
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Photo taken by Marilyn Courtade in June 2009 



2 

RUFFNER FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENT 
 Phyllis Hershock, Pennsylvania 
TREASURER & COO 
 Samuel H. McNeely, Virginia 
SECRETARY 
 Marria Blinn, Illinois 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 Betty Ann Axline, Virginia 
 Robert Brown, Virginia 
 Marilyn Courtade, Washington 
 Betty Lou Gaeng, Washington 
 Judy Henderson, Virginia 
 Philip Johnson, Ohio 
 Joan Ruffner Reid, Ohio 
 K. Daniel Ruffner, Ohio 
 Douglas Ruffner, Oklahoma 
 Elisabeth Ruffner, Arizona 
 Gary Ruffner, Illinois 
 Melissa Ruffner, Arizona 
 Nancy Lee Ruffner Shifflett, Virginia 
 
DIRECTORS EMERITI 
 Robert Newman Sheets, CO (Active) 
 Shirley Ann Sheets, CO (Active) 
 Rev. Dorotha Russell, TX (Active) 
 Lester Ward Ruffner, AZ (deceased) 
 Doris Laver Ruffner, OH (deceased) 
 Olive Taylor Ruffner, OH (deceased) 
 George E. Ruffner, IL (deceased) 
 
HISTORIAN 
 Betty Lou Gaeng, Washington 
 bettygaeng@frontier.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 Sam McNeely 
 P.O. Box 351, Luray, VA 22835 
 shmcneely@comcast.net 

  
FACEBOOK POSTMASTER 
 Bryan Wallace 
 bryanrwallace@gmail.com 
 
RR&R EDITOR 
 Joan Ruffner Reid 
 4705 Wenham Park 
 Columbus, OH 43230 
 (614) 775-0254 
 Jokerreid@yahoo.com 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Chartered and incorporated in 1999 to support an associ-
ation of members who will research and preserve their 

common heritage through the collection of artifacts and 
documents which form the basis for knowledge and ap-
preciation of the historic role played by the Ruffner de-

scendants and their collective lines in the settlement and 
development of the American Frontier. 

www.ruffnerfamily.org 

WHAT IS IT? WHERE IS IT? 

Can you guess what is hidden beneath 

this cement and steel covering? It is a 

very important part of the Ruffner family 

history. Answer on page 10. 

__________________________________________ 

Spring Orchestra by Cleoral Lovell 

Bluebells chime and tinkle, Jonquil trumpets blare, 

Honeysuckles sprinkle sweet notes into the air. 

Tulips rise up, swaying to a woodwind breeze. 

Flowers of spring are playing fragrant melodies. 

 

From Easter Ideals, Vol. 4, No. 2 

(Ideals Publishing Corporation) 
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A Message from our President 

 

 SPRING GREETINGS! The world has greened up outside our windows, and it’s 
that time of year to get my hands dirty. We Rinker kids joke we must have inherited 
strong green thumb genes from our Mom since we grew up in Philadelphia, not the 
farming community she did in Nebraska. Recently I traveled there to attend the funer-
al of my Mom’s younger brother Paul, the last of her siblings. Now I find myself in the 
oldest generation on my Ruffner side and know many of you share that distinction. My 
cousins and I traveled down memory lane going through photo albums. I was amazed 
to find one book with mementoes such as newspaper clippings, school memorabilia, 
etc. from my Ruffner grandparents and great-grandparents including correspondence 
from Betty Gaeng’s aunt. You also may find things stashed in your attics worth sharing 
with immediate family or donate to the Ruffner archives at Longwood University. 

 Recently I attended a class at our local college called "What’s in a Name?" to learn more about the 
derivation of names around the world. The instructor began the class explaining that his last name Kauff-
man had two f’s which meant it probably came from the German part of today’s Switzerland. When I 
asked about the name Ruffner, saying it also had a double f, a woman across the aisle said she was de-
scended from a Ruffner. We chatted later and it turned out she was a descendant of Simon, not our Peter 
Ruffner. She was aware of the DNA testing some years ago which determined they were separate Ruffner 
families. Some years ago, I met a man with the last name of Ruffner whose family had migrated to the 
United States from Canada, who knew little more than that. I sometimes wonder how many past genera-
tions we would have to investigate seeking a connection with other Ruffner lines. 

 The big news for the RFA is we have been blessed with three new publications: Benjamin Ruffner 
& His Descendants, Second Edition—The Benjamin Ruffner line is now well updated and documented 
after many hours of research and work by our Historian Betty Lou Gaeng. Elise Blinn, daughter of RFA Sec-
retary Marria Blinn, has created a book that discusses the relationship of Viola Ruffner and Booker T. 
Washington. This talented young lady shared the job of illustration with a BTW descendant, Doug Morris. 
How special it is that our families have connected again! I am anxious for my grandchildren to read Col-
ours of Friendship and have it available for school projects. Marria Blinn’s book, Ruffner Family Historic 
Sites Guide Book—involved extensive research and communications. It will be a small volume you can 
tuck into your auto glove box or suitcase as you travel around the United States. Be sure to give these la-
dies a hearty thank you when you see them at our upcoming reunion. 

 Our reunion is only a few weeks away and it will feel like a homecoming once again. Our Luray 
team has hosted us so graciously many times and we owe them a great 
deal of appreciation for all their hard work. Hope to see you soon in the 
beautiful Shenandoah Valley. 

 

Phyllis Hershock, RFA President 

chershock@cyberia.com 
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HENRY THEOBALD, JR. AND THE TOLEDO SCALE COMPANY 

By Betty Lou Gaeng 

Many of Peter and Mary Ruffner’s descendants led interesting lives. The following is the story of 
one very unusual and extremely interesting man. He was not born into the Ruffner family, but 
through his marriage to a gr-gr-gr-granddaughter of our pioneers, Henry Theobald, Jr. became part 
of the history of the family. Henry Theobald was a man with an ambition that recognized no limits. 
From a beginning as a simple office worker, he rose to a high position of importance in the business 
world. 

The gr-gr-gr-granddaughter of Peter and Mary Ruffner was Mary J. McCullough6. She was born 13 
August 1870 in Dayton, Montgomery County, Ohio, and was the daughter of Martha Ann Ross and 
Rev. Peter McCullough. Her lineage: Martha Ann Ross5, Mary Ruffner4, Benjamin Ruffner II3, Benja-
min Ruffner2, Peter Ruffner1. 

In 1890, Mary McCullough married Henry Theobald, Jr.—as said earlier, an ambitious young man who 
would become a successful businessman and the founder of a company that manufactured a very 
well-known product—one that became a household word. Henry Theobald became the founder, 
owner and president of Toledo Scale Company, a company whose name became synonymous with 
weight measurement. 

Henry Theobald, Jr. was born in 1865 in Dayton, Ohio. He attended 
public schools in Dayton and graduated with the highest honors 
from Dayton’s Central High School in 1882 as the class valedictori-
an. Following school he entered into the business world as a 
bookkeeper with two different businesses; one of them was located 
in Canton, Ohio. However, he did not see any hope for advance-
ment and returned to his hometown of Dayton, where he took 
courses in stenography and typing. 

In 1884, Henry Theobald was employed by the National Cash Regis-
ter Company (NCR). After serving the company for two years as a 
stenographer, his hard work paid off and he was promoted to cor-

responding secretary for the entire company.  He was then elected as general secretary of the cash 
register company and for two years worked with the company’s president to reorganize the business. 
Theobald then became chairman of the executive committee, and under the supervision of the com-
pany’s president and vice-president had a major role in the business of NCR. He spent time in New 
York and Europe on behalf of the company and was credited with making a major contribution in pro-
moting NCR to a top place in the business world. 

However, in 1901 Henry Theobald made a decision that would jeopardize all his years of hard work 
and accomplishments. As general manager of NCR, he made the decision to change the manufactur-
ing process of the company. The problem was that he did not wait to get approval from John Patter-
son, the man at the top—the founder and president of the company. For the first time in his success-
ful 17-year career with NCR, Henry Theobald miscalculated. As a result, he was fired. 

Having learned excellent business skills while employed at NCR, and still relatively young and certainly 
still ambitious, Henry Theobald knew that with the right product nothing could stop him from making 
his own name known in the world of business. 
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Henry Theobald soon found that right product in the form of a spring-less scale for measuring weights. 
This was a unique 1897 invention by Allen DeVilbiss, Jr.  Mr. DeVilbiss obtained the patent, but he need-
ed someone with the right skills to handle the promotion. With borrowed money, in 1901 Henry Theo-
bald purchased the DeVilbiss Company and also the patent which was then registered in own name with 
the Office of Patents. That year he founded Toledo Computing Scale and Cash Register Company. It ap-
peared he was to become a rival of his former long-time employer National Cash Register Company.  Mr. 
Theobald set up a manufacturing plant and hired Allen DeVilbiss as the factory manager to oversee pro-
duction of what had been Mr. DeVilbiss’ own invention. The company incorporated on July 10, 1901. 

The next year, when threatened by National Cash Register Company with a possible patent-infringement 
lawsuit, Henry Theobald dropped any thought of involvement in the 
cash register industry and concentrated on the production of scales. As 
a result, his company’s name was changed to simply Toledo Computer 
Scale Company. In 1912, the business name was shortened to Toledo 
Scale Company. Henry Theobald then coined the slogan No Springs, 
Honest Weight. By the end of the decade, Toledo Scales dominated the 
market, having sold over 75,000 scales. They had also opened branch 
sales offices in 50 U.S. cities, and earned a good reputation for the 
quality of its scales, as well as the maintenance provided for each sale. 
The antique scale shown here is from the early days of the company 
and it is still in working condition. 

During their marriage, Henry and Mary Theobald had one son, Robert 
Ruffner Theobald, who was born in 1891. Robert attended Phillips 
Academy in Andover, Massachusetts, class of 1912, and entered Yale 
with the class of 1917. However, when the United States entered WWI, 
he enlisted in the U.S. Naval Reserve and served as an ensign and then 
lieutenant on the destroyer USS Decatur. He was released from active 
duty in February of 1919, and proceeded to complete his schooling. 

After receiving his BA from Yale in 1920, Robert began learning the family business—he was appointed 
vice-president of the company. Henry Theobald became his son’s mentor. In addition, Robert and his fa-
ther were close, not just father and son, but also best of friends. 

When Robert Theobald was 31, he married Mary-Meloy Rankin. During their short, but happy marriage, 
Robert and his bride traveled by rail all over the United States while living in the company’s private rail 
car as he transacted business for his father. Returning home to Toledo eleven months later, Robert and 
Mary-Meloy became the parents of a daughter; also named Mary-Meloy. 

Robert’s wife never recovered from her pregnancy and six weeks after giving birth, in February of 1923 at 
their home in Toledo, Mary-Meloy Rankin Theobald died. With the death of his beloved wife, Robert be-
came despondent. His despondency deepened when following a heart attack, his father Henry Theobald 
died at his home in Toledo in 1924 at the early age of 56. 

Trained to follow his father in the business, Robert was prepared to become president of Toledo Scale 
Company. This was not to be. In December of 1925, just before the holidays, Robert returned to his home 
following a day at work. He then spent a quiet evening with his daughter. Later that same evening, after 
the nurse had put little Mary-Meloy to bed, 34-year-old Robert Ruffner Theobald went to his own room 
in another part of their home, and sometime during the night he ended his own life with one pistol shot. 
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Following the early deaths of both Henry and Robert The-
obald, Toledo Scale Company appeared for a short time to 
come to a standstill as it restructured while still continuing 
to operate in Toledo under the leadership of other compa-
ny men. The business recovered and continued as a top 
seller of scales, specializing in honest weight. Company 
headquarters remained in Toledo, Ohio until 1975 when 
the company was sold. 

Through the years there were changes. When sold, the 
company moved to Columbus, Ohio, and finally in 1989, now known as Toledo Scale Corporation, it 
merged with a Swiss firm named Mettler Instruments AG and became Mettler-Toledo. In our time the 
company is known as Mettler-Toledo International, Inc., with headquarters in Columbus, Ohio and Swit-
zerland. The company that had its beginnings in 1901 with a young and ambitious Henry Theobald has 
expanded to become one that bears the weight of the world as it manufactures precision weighing and 
analytical instruments for the industrial laboratory and food retail sectors with customers from across 
the Americas, Asia and Europe. 

After she was left an orphan, little Mary-Meloy Theobald went with her grandmother to live in New York 
City. Her grandmother Mary McCullough Theobald died in 1932 at the age of 61. Mary-Meloy attended 
private schools in Connecticut and Massachusetts. In 1943, she married Richard Calvin (Dick) Bonser. 
However, they were divorced in 1990. Mary-Meloy Bonser lived in Weston, Connecticut for 43 years be-
fore moving to Kennebunkport, Maine in 1996 to be near her son and his family. Mary-Meloy Theobald 
Bonser died at her home in Kennebunkport in the early morning of New Year’s Day in the year 2005, just 
two days before her 82nd birthday. She is buried next to her Theobald parents and grandparents at 
Woodlawn Cemetery in Toledo, Ohio. She left behind a son, a grandson and two great-grandsons. Mary-
Meloy’s obituary tells that she was also survived by her constant companion Missy, whose wet nose, 
wagging tail and unconditional love knew no bounds.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Life is the only chance you get, 

How you live it, 

What you take from it, 

How much you give back, 

A joy and a heartbreak, 

Doing the best with what you have, 

Loving with all of your heart, 

Treating all forms of It with respect, 

And a wondrous beautiful mystery. 

—C Yost  
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Ruffner Genealogy 

For many years the primary method for Ruffners to research their ancestry was the first 

edition of Peter Ruffner & His Descendants so lovingly researched and published in the 

1960’s by Doris and Olive Ruffner. This was subsequently followed by a supplement en-

compassing additional families. 

After the formation of our association it became apparent that revisions were needed to 

add many others who were not included in the original manuscripts. After nearly twenty  

years have passed, we can be proud that this goal has been achieved. Through the efforts 

of several of our dedicated members, the last book of the series of the children of Peter 

and Mary Steinman Ruffner has now been published. 

Originally the books were published in a printed format and made available for sale. Due 

to the size of several of the editions and increased printing costs, it has been decided to 

provide only digital copies for future requests. The remaining printed versions will be 

offered for sale at the upcoming reunion. 

The complete second edition of Peter Ruffner & His Descendants has 

now been recorded on one disk. This single disk contains the genealo-

gies of Joseph, Benjamin, Reuben, Peter Jr., Elizabeth and Emanuel. 

The disk costs $10 and is available from the Ruffner Family Associa-

tion, PO Box 351, Luray, VA 22835. 

Sam McNeely, RFA COO 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

UPCOMING REUNION HIGHLIGHTS 

Friday, June 16th—Party on the Plaza—PAL Center—Music & Beverages 

Saturday, June 17th—Tour of Page County Sites; Rededication of Ruffner Monument; Tour 

of Ruffner House Property w/hors d’oeuvres; Group Photo and Social Hour at VFW Hall; 

Reunion Banquet and Live Auction of special items donated by members. 

Sunday, June 18th—Church Service at Mt. Carmel Baptist Church and Reunion Picnic at 

Lake Arrowhead. 
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From the desk of Betty Lou Gaeng, RFA Historian—Genealogy: missing pieces and the 

importance of links. 

When putting together a family history every record becomes a clue. However sometimes in order to 

complete a story we just need to find the link that connects the information found in those records. That 

is the work of a genealogist, and I hate to confess, I almost fell down on the job. 

For our Ruffner family a mystery was solved when an important link came to us in the form of a query to 

our COO Sam McNeely from a lady by the name of Betsy Tiffany. When Sam turned her query over to me 

it provided the important link to solve a mystery. It was right in front of me all the time, but something 

seemed to be missing. It just took one person to provide the missing piece of the puzzle. Thank you for 

contacting us, Betsy. 

What do Yavapai County, Arizona’s Big Bug Valley and the town of Prescott; Los Angeles, California; 

Clackamas County, Oregon; Charleston, West Virginia; Vernon County, Missouri; and Erie County, New 

York have in common? The answer is: they all form the background for the story of Charles Walker Ruff-

ner, his wife Edith Wilson Ruffner, and their three beautiful children: Florence, Frances and Charles Jr. 

The lineage for Charles Walker Ruffner6 is: James B. Ruffner5, John Ruffner4, Tobias Ruffner3, Joseph Ruff-

ner2, Peter Ruffner1. Charles even has a very small mention on page 132 of the Book of Joseph in our Pe-

ter Ruffner and his descendants’ series. 

With the permission of Betsy Tiffany, the granddaughter of Charles and Edith Ruffner, the summer issue 

of RR&R will tell the delightful and bittersweet story of Charles Walker Ruffner and his family. 

I just received information from our new found cousin Betsy Tiffany that her mother Frances (Ruffner) 

Nordstrom is eligible for our Ruffner Centenarian Club. Frances was born 15 March 1910 in McCabe, Big 

Bug Valley in  Yavapai County, Arizona. She died 24 March 2011 in New York at the age of 101. Frances 

was the middle child of Charles Walker Ruffner and Edith Wilson Ruffner. She was married to Carl T. 

Nordstrom (1910-2007). 

If we tried to sink the past beneath our feet, be sure the future would not stand. 

—Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
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West Virginia Division of Culture and History Library donates 1963 program for the 

Booker T. Washington Monument Memorial Dedication Service 

to the Ruffner Family Collection at Longwood University 

  

 While researching the Booker T. Washington Monument bust to 
write an article for the Ruffner Family Association Guide Book, Marria 
Blinn contacted the West Virginia Division of Culture and History Library. 
The Library Manager, Susan Scouras, was most helpful and volunteered to 
search their Booker T. Washington collection for information. She was 
able to locate an inventory for the monument and secure permission 
from the proper channels to provide the Ruffner Family Association with 
an original 1963 program for the monument’s dedication. 

 The Booker T. Washington bust was created in 1963. It was origi-
nally located beside U.S. 60 just west of Malden. Due to vandalism, prox-
imity to the road and a "kidnapping" of the statue for several days, a deci-
sion was made to relocate it. After its restoration, the bust was moved to 
the State Capitol Complex Grounds in 1979. 

 The tablet on which the bust is mounted recognizes the Ruffner 
Family connection to Washington with the following words: "He spent his early life in Malden, West Vir-
ginia. He was employed by the Ruffner Salt Works and by Mrs. Viola Ruffner to whom he gave credit for 
inspiring him to secure an education.” The Ruffner Family Association will be pleased to include this histor-
ic document in its archival collection at Longwood University . 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Mail Corner (To Sam McNeely from Elisabeth Ruffner) 

 

 

12 April 17 

 

Dear Sam: Betty Gaeng graciously sent us prints of Edith Wilson Ruffner, whose grave we located, un-
marked, in Prescott’s oldest cemetery. Melissa and I gave her a gravestone, and later Betty found wonder-
ful photographs of Edith, which she has printed out for us. 

 Last year we celebrated the centennial of Yavapai County Courthouse and as chairman of the Ex-
hibits Committee, I was able to see a number of connections with the Sheriff Ruffner placed in the build-
ing. Now Edith’s portrait will join the wall of Yavapai County Recorders, a job she held only briefly before 
her untimely death, following that of her husband, Charles Walker Ruffner, in a mining accident. 

 In appreciation of our fine genealogist‘s work and generosity, I enclose a check from the Prescott 
Ruffner family for the endowment at Longwood University. 

Best regards to all, Elisabeth 
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Answer to What Is it? Where is it? From page 2— 

 This is me—Betty Lou Gaeng—a very curious-minded member of RFA, and your historian. While 
visiting Luray, Virginia for the very first time in September of 2000, along with my daughter-in-law Jeanne, 
and with permission from the manager of the Luray Caverns, I climbed to the top of Cave Hill located east 
of downtown Luray, and a short distance from the crowds at the Luray Caverns. In this deserted and eerie 
wooded spot we found the entrance to the very historic Ruffner’s Cave. This spot is marked very clearly 
"No Trespassing and Caution." As I said, we did get permission—also directions. It is definitely not a tourist 
spot. The cave is considered too dangerous for entering and thus it has been sealed for many years. The 
structure next to the sealed opening is a tank of some sort. High in the air the huge tank looks much like a 
flying saucer resting on top of some monstrous legs. All in all, Jeanne and I did not feel comfortable in this 
area and we did not stay long. 

 According to the two books The German Element of the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia (1907) and A 
History of Shenandoah County, Virginia (1927), both written by Dr. John W. Wayland, Ruffner’s Cave was 
discovered in 1793 by a son of Joseph Ruffner. We are not told whether this was the same young man who 
became lost in the cave and was weak from starvation before he was later rescued. He had evidently left 
his rifle across the cave entrance, so the search party knew he was inside the cave. 

 The reason I was so curious to see the location of the cave was because my gr-gr-grandfather Peter 
A. Ruffner had owned the farmland down the hill from Ruffner’s Cave. His house was located where the 
entrance to the Luray Caverns is today. In 1843, my great grandmother Martha Caroline Marye (Ruffner) 
Tutt was born in this house at the entrance to the caverns. Her father, my gr-gr-grandfather, the son of Jo-
nas and Anna (Mauck) Ruffner, was born and grew up at the pioneer home. He had married his stepsister 
Eliza Jane Sperry in 1835. Early in their marriage they moved to the land over the caverns. Seven of their 
eight children were born in the house located over the caverns. My gr-gr-grandfather sold his farm in 1849 
to a man named Smith, and the family moved away from Luray. All of this area had once been owned by 
the Ruffner family from very early times and that is why the cave has always been known as Ruffner’s 
Cave. 

 Ruffner’s Cave and the Caverns of Luray appear to be completely separate—no recorded joining of 
the two has been verified. In 1878, the men who first explored the caverns also entered Ruffner’s Cave and 
had found it of little interest. They found none of the grandeur they discovered in the caverns they later 
explored and opened to tourists as the Luray Caverns. 

 Ruffner’s Cave was recently brought to my attention by a novel copyrighted in 2015. The book is 
described as a work of fiction and is one written mainly for young people. There are no illustrations. The 
book is entitled Ruffner’s Cave, and is written by a man with a doctorate in Zoology—William Yancey 
Brown. He is evidently a former Luray resident. The description of the book’s contents drew my attention. 
Max Mason is 18 years old and just finished high school in Luray, Virginia. His school friends go to nearby 
Ruffner’s Cave on Saturday night, a place little known to anyone except the town people, but known to 
them for a century. They dance in the "Ballroom." Max misses the dance because he is in Front Royal 
buying a used car with cash from his Dad. When he gets back, the dance is all the news; his friends have 
disappeared. After everyone else gives up, Max figures the answer is deep in the cave. It is, but not what 
you think. 

 If I had not been intrigued by the name and location of this bit of fiction, I would probably not have 
bought the book. If you are a fan of the Harry Potter books, and enjoy fantasy, magic, science fiction and a 
touch of the supernatural, you may also like Ruffner’s Cave. At the Ruffner Family reunion in June this year, 
the book will be on RFA’s Auction Table and you will be able to bid on it. 
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"Hot Off the Press! 
By RFA Recording Secretary Marria Blinn" 

 

   

  

 

 

 

Colours of Friendship 
The story of Booker T. Washington’s and Viola K. 

Ruffner’s friendship that has lasted over 150 years 

 

Colours of Friendship is currently being printed and  

will be available for $10.00 at the Ruffner Family Re-

union in June 2017. There are limited quantities at this 

price and once they are sold, the RFA will not be able 

to offer this reduced price. In addition, the book will be 

available for purchase on line at Amazon.com for 

$13.99 plus shipping. 

This non-fiction book tells the story of Booker T. 

Washington’s and Viola K. Ruffner’s backgrounds, 

how they came to meet, Viola’s role in helping Booker 

learn to read and write, and their life long friendship 

which continues on today through the Ruffner and 

Washington families.  The story was written and co-

illustrated by Elise Blinn, 9th generation Emanuel Ruff-

ner, and also co-illustrated by Doug Morris, 6th genera-

tion Booker T. Washington.  I wrote the accompanying 

curriculum.  Topics that are covered in this book in-

clude acceptance, anti-bullying, courage, friendship, 

determination, and discrimination. 

Help to preserve your family history by sharing this 

story with your children or grandchildren.  Support the 

goal and mission of the Ruffner Family Association by 

presenting a copy(s) to a teacher.  Children will be en-

gaged through the illustrations created by children for 

children.  Teachers will be eager to use this book be-

cause it is an important topic, has been written to re-

flect the most current standards in education and the 

curriculum is prepared and ready to use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruffner Family Historic Sites 

Guide Book 

 

The Ruffner Story in America…………. 

begins when a young Peter Ruffner left his home in Switzer-

land to come to America about 1732.  In the Colony of Penn-

sylvania he settled in Lancaster County among other Swiss 

and German people who were mainly of the Mennonite faith.  

There he met Mary Steinman who was born in Chester 

County, Pennsylvania in 1714.  Mary was the daughter of 

Joseph and Frances Stoneman.  Joseph Stoneman was a Ger-

man Mennonite—a yeoman and a large landholder.  When 

Peter and Mary were wed in 1739, her father Joseph gave 

them 900 acres from his 1300-acre Hawksbill Patent which 

was located along Hawksbill Creek in the Shenandoah Valley 

of Virginia.  This is where they established their pioneer 

farm and where the Ruffner-McNeely House and the town of 

Luray, Virginia, stand today.  Peter and Mary prospered 

and became parents to eight children, six of whom survived.   

Their children were very successful and some of them emi-

grated to different areas of the United States.  In this book, 

you will view the sites and read about Mary and Peter’s 

legacy of family, the prosperous work ethic that has been 

passed on through the generations, and the monumental 

Ruffner Family accomplishments and contributions that 

have been made to America.  

Travel the streets, see the homes and view the 

monuments of many of your Ruffner ancestors.  

Pick up your copy of the Ruffner Family Historic 

Sites Guide Book at the Ruffner Family Reunion 

in Luray, VA, June 16th -18th, 2017!  
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Mamie 

A Mother’s Day Memory—My Grandma Ruffner 

 My Aunt June, recalling her mother’s younger days, 
told me my grandmother played the piano and organ and 
had a lovely singing voice. This was a revelation, but I wasn’t 
surprised. My father never talked about his childhood, family 
or ancestry. Perhaps that is why it became so important to 
me. 

 Mary Jane Mamie Hupp was born 1 August 1887 in 
New Salem, Walnut Township, Ohio. She was the daughter of 
Calvin and Mary Ellen Yontz Hupp. The Hupp family was Ger-
man and quite a few of them migrated from Pennsylvania to 
Virginia in the 1700s. 

 Her grandfather, James M. Hupp (1820-1894) came 
with his parents from Rockingham County, Virginia to Ohio 
prior to 1840. On September 4, 1845, he married Catharine 
Hashbarger in Lancaster, Fairfield County, Ohio. They settled 
in New Salem where James was a blacksmith. James and 
Catharine are buried in the New Salem ME Cemetery. 

 Mamie and her only sibling, William, had an inter-
esting childhood on the family farm where horses and crops 
were raised. In the harsh winters of their youth, she and Wil-
liam rode to the New Salem School on a dog sled. Their 
teacher was William Stuart Ruffner, who one day would be-
come her father-in-law. 

 I know nothing of their courtship, but Mamie mar-
ried Hiram Clay Ruffner, the son of William Stuart and 
Almeda McNaghten Ruffner, on November 26, 1902. They 
originally settled in New Salem where their first four children 
were born. Thereafter they lived in various places in Ohio 
wherever my grandfather found work. They eventually be-
came parents of twelve children—eight girls and four boys. 

 In 1938, they returned to New Salem—now quite 
different from the bustling town where Mamie had been 
born. They moved into a house I remember very vividly from 
my childhood. The house had clung to its 19th century roots 
with no electricity, central heat or plumbing. 

 We had many enjoyable visits in that yester-year 
home. Grandma would greet us at the door with big hugs 
and smiles. She never had an easy life, but it never seemed 
to bother her. She always had a kind word and knew how to 
"make do." 

 I also learned she did something many women of 
her time seldom did—she had an outside job—working for a 
doctor who she assisted with births and house calls. 

 My grandfather could grow anything and she knew 
how to can and preserve it. Beside the vegetables and fruit 
they grew, their yard was filled with flowers. They called 
them "food for their souls." 

 They called each other MOM and DAD and they cel-
ebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on November 26, 
1952, at their New Salem home, with several children and 
grandchildren. 

 Grandpa died August 5, 1959 and Grandma on July 
17, 1970 in Lancaster where they are buried on the topmost 
crest of Forest Rose Cemetery. 

By Joan Ruffner Reid with special thanks to her 

Aunt June for sharing her family memories. 
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Gerhold Paul Ruffner 

(1924-2017) 

Was a longtime Bellevue, Nebraska 
resident, raised on the family farm in 
Plattsmouth. He was a WWII Veteran 
and Purple Heart recipient. A founding 
member of Eastern Sarpy County Fire 
Department.  Active in Boy Scouts, 4-H, VFW and Midwest 
Antique Auto Club. He was employed as a locksmith and ma-
rine dealer, and later retired from Johnson’s Hardware in 
Omaha. Preceded in death by his parents, Edwin and Made-
line; first  wife LaVonne Schuessler; second wife Anita Amato; 
brothers, William and Andy; and sisters, Ella Mae Glup, Doro-
thy Rinker, and Betty Bebe. Survived by 4 sons, 6 grandchil-
dren and 6 great-grandchildren. His passions were hunting, 
restoring tractors, stationary engines and old cars. He spent 
many winters in Arizona with friends, and didn’t miss a Polka 
dance or a golf game. He just enjoyed life, and will be deeply 
missed. Interment: Oak Hill Cemetery, Plattsmouth, NE. 


