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Ruffner Family Reunion – 2017 

Sam McNeely 

It is almost time for another Ruffner Family Reunion. It comes twenty years after the first one Betty and 

I attended in Luray, Virginia in June 1997. What a memorable occasion that was, and the effects of it 

continue to this day. The formation of the Ruffner Family Association in 1999 set in motion a new era in 

this valley of our ancestors. 

The purchase of the ancestral homestead by Jim and Judi McNeely and its rededication in June 1999 

started a noticeable transition in the community. When Betty and I moved to Luray in March 1999 it 

was apparent the Ruffner name was well known, but few of the descendants in the area had any idea 

what a diverse and prominent family, spread across America, from which they were descended. 

Since the Ruffner Family Association was formed the Ruffner 

name has been elevated throughout our town. Thanks to 

cousin Nancy Lee Shifflett and her service on the Luray Town 

Council, Lot Number 1 of the original property given to the 

town by Isaac Ruffner in 1812, Ruffner Plaza came into exist-

ence as an entertainment venue and community gathering 

place for all to enjoy. 

Since the initial Ruffner Family Reunion in 1997 a total of three 

additional reunions have taken place in this valley of our ances-

tors. Luray town officials have always played a part in these 

gatherings, including the town bicentennial celebration and 

parade held in 2012, along with the family reunion. 

The contributions to the welfare of the town by Ruffner family members have been augmented by 

monetary contributions by the association for worthwhile projects in the area. 

Continued on Page 4 

Photo by Marilyn Courtade—2009. 
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“April is a young world, new as the sunrise in 

which miracles happen and do happen every day 

before sundown. Nothing is newer than an April 

morning, nothing more full of wonders than a 

bud or a seed.  

“April is an old world made new again, a tired 

disillusioned world of frost and ice and snow 

made innocent once more….” 

From Twelve Moons of the Year 

By Hal Borland  
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From the President 

SPRING GREETINGS—2016! 

 

 It’s that time of year when I look forward to 

the shades of green outside my windows and flowers 

adding color to our yard. I imagine you notice that I 

often chat about the seasons and weather, just like 

my Mom and her sister  in Nebraska always started 

their letters to each other. They grew up on a farm 

and planned their workdays around what was hap-

pening outdoors. My friend and I often walk at a 

local park, and we also pay attention to weather—for 

our recreation though. Lucky us! 

 This year the Ruffner Family Association is 

not meeting face-to-face for our annual board meet-

ing. In recent years many of you have joined us to 

support our board and enjoy time together. We have 

chosen to do a conference call for our 2016 board 

meeting to hopefully include members across the 

country who may not be able to travel due to health 

issues, finances, or time commitments. We usually 

gather near the end of June so I am asking board 

members to email me with dates and times that 

might be good for them to be on the phone. Craig 

and I leave York for a vacation on Sunday, June 

26th, so a June date before that should be possible. 

With board members on the east and west coasts, we 

will have to keep that in mind as we choose a time 

of day. I would also like to request you make any 

suggestions for the agenda that will go out before 

our phone call so you can be ready with comments 

or concerns as we chat. Please send me your ideas/

dates as soon as you can so arrangements can be 

made ASAP. Thank you! 

 Craig and I visited near Phoenix, AZ in Feb-

ruary and enjoyed time with three of my Ruffner 

first cousins from NE, CA and IL. A question came 

up about our great-grandmother and we had to call 

Aunt Betty in Washington for the answer. At age 93, 

she still has that “memory gene” and could share 

details that we never thought to ask our parents.  

What Is It? 

Where Is It?  

Can you guess the name of this beauti-

ful home? Do you know where it is lo-

cated, the person who once lived there, 

its connection to the Ruffner Family 

and what it is used for today? 

Answer on page 11. 

From the President (continued) 

In years down the road, will we be able to refer to 

Facebook (if it is still in use) and follow people’s 

activities—what they liked or said in their former 

postings? Perhaps these messages may be the elec-

tronic diaries we will read for future reference. 

 We hope you are happy and healthy where 

ever you are, and we will see you in Luray next year 

for our reunion. Please contact me soon with dates 

and ideas so we can coordinate a call that brings our 

conversation together. 

 

Phyllis Hershock, RFA President 

chershock@cyberia.com 

2575 Sandy Lane, York, PA 17406 
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Ruffner Family Reunion—2017 (continued from page 1) 

Projects include: 

 Expansion and maintenance of the local library 

 Restoration of the train depot to a visitor center  

 Construction of the town greenway 

 Construction of a mini-park at the Barbee Monument 

 Construction of a handicapped pier along Hawksbill Creek 

Through these efforts the Ruffner family is recognized as a premier  family in the area and town offi-
cials are very welcoming when we have a gathering such as the one planned in the summer of 2017. 

We look forward to our 20th anniversary reunion next summer, and encourage members and family 

who have never been to Luray to attend and learn what a wonderful place our ancestors chose for 

their original home. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

From the Desk of Betty Lou Gaeng, RFA Historian.   

If you are old enough to remember the administrations of Presidents Roosevelt, Tru-

man or Eisenhower, then the name George Bryant, Jr. may seem like a familiar one.  

Well, I am that old, and more importantly, I am blessed with a good memory.  That 

name did ring a bell with me.  Thus, I went to my old friend Google to check on 

George.  Yes, indeed there he was.  George Bryant, Jr. was a newspaper correspond-

ent in Washington, D.C.  He was a member of the National Press Club.  However, 

of more interest, George Bryant, Jr. was listed as a member of the White House 

press corps.  He was one of those reporters firing questions at the president or his aide at the press con-

ferences.   

 Now, the question is “Why should that be of enough importance to be included in the Ruffner 

family newsletter?” The answer is: because I found him while researching the descendants of Benja-

min Ruffner.  George married Elsie Frances Spenny, a descendant of Benjamin.  Here are Elsie’s cre-

dentials: Elsie Frances Spenny6 – Susan R. Freeman5
 – Eliza Ellen Ruffner4 – Michael Ruffner3 – Ben-

jamin Ruffner2 – Peter Ruffner1.  Elsie was a gr-gr-gr-granddaughter of Peter and Mary (Steinman) 

Ruffner.  George and Elsie had a son who is the gr-gr-gr-gr-grandson of Peter and Mary.                                                                                                                                                 

 Newspaper correspondent George Bryant, Jr. was born 1910 in North Carolina.  When he died 

in 1989, he was living at Virginia Beach, Virginia, where he and Elsie had settled after his retirement 

from the news business.  

 As a sideline and a memory refresher, notice that George’s wife Elsie was the great grand-

daughter of Michael Ruffner.  Michael was the young half-brother of Martin Ruffner who was killed 

by the Indians during his tragic attempt to save the Zimmer family.  He was the young boy who came 

across the well-armed Indians on the trail to the Zimmer’s cabin and then warned his older brother 

Martin.    
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From the desk of Betty Lou Gaeng, RFA Historian—here is an important correction to be added 

to our RFA records.     

 

MARION ANDREW RUFFNER – 1837-1884 

 

While mulling over how to begin an article to correct a long stand-

ing error regarding the name of one of Benjamin’s descendants, I came 

across this quote and thought it very apt—if names be not correct, lan-

guage is not in accordance with the truth of things—quoted from The Ana-

lects of Confucius.  

You may well ask: Who is Marion Andrew Ruffner—his name has 

never been mentioned in the records of Ruffner history previously?   Oh, 

yes, he has often been mentioned.  Numerous articles have been written 

about his pioneer mining activities in Jerome, Yavapai County, Arizona. 

The problem is that for decades he erroneously became known as Morris 

Andrew Ruffner.     

Born in 1837 in Fairfield County, Ohio, Marion was a gr-gr-

grandson of Peter and Mary (Steinman) Ruffner—the son of Andrew Har-

rison Ruffner and Elizabeth Leith.  

His true given name, appeared to be lost not only to his family, but 

to history.  His family always called him Andrew or Andy, so maybe the 

memory of his correct given name just faded away.  With an incorrect name, research became a challenge.  We 

will probably never know the identity of the culprit who decided to call him Morris, but now, at last, more infor-

mation regarding Marion Andrew Ruffner’s place in the history of the Ruffner family can now be located.     

It took a stranger, a man with expertise as a mining historian, one who actually has no blood connection 

to the Ruffner family, to bring the error to my attention.  Dr. Robert Spude made a contribution of truth to clear 

up the mistake which blocked finding information about the life of Marion Andrew Ruffner.  Dr. Spude was 

very generous in sending copies of papers and photos which he had collected during his own research.   

Many dates have been given regarding the date of Mr. Ruffner’s death—all the way from 1882 to 

1897—all in error.  According to probate records on file in Maricopa County, Arizona, Marion Ruffner died 

intestate on 16 September 1884, an unmarried man.  Also, thanks to the afore-mentioned Dr. Spude, here is a 

copy of Marion’s obituary which appeared in the Weekly Phoenix Herald dated September 18, 1884.  

Mr. M. A. Ruffner, who has been about Phoenix for the past two years for his health and who within the 

past year has purchased a ranch at Gila Bend and started a fine orchard, died last night at the Bank Exchange 

Hotel, where he has been stopping.  His trouble seemed to be consumption, from which he has suffered severely 

of late.  His funeral took place this morning at 9:30.   

The complete story for Marion Andrew Ruffner will appear in the upcoming book regarding the de-

scendants of Benjamin Ruffner.                                                                                                                            

.                                                                                                                            
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Ruffner Collateral Family Stories – First of a New Series  

Massacre in the Valley 

Compiled by Joan Ruffner Reid 

The following is based on various accounts of a story passed down from generation to generation about the last Indian mas-

sacre in Page County, Virginia. The versions may have differed, but the main theme of this tragic story remained the same. As 

new settlers moved across the American Frontier, some Native American tribes became fearful of losing their hunting 

grounds with the influx of immigrants from across the sea. In particular, the Shawnee had never given up their claims to 

western Virginia and interpreted its rapid settlement as acts of aggression. The Shawnee during and after the Seven Year 

War, found it easy to obtain rifles and ammunition. Hostilities arose and raids against settlers increased. Many pioneer fami-

lies, especially those of the Anabaptist faith, having been exiled from their European roots, came here seeking religious free-

dom and a life of peace. Unfortunately, some innocent men, women and children, like the Rhodes family, randomly chosen, 

paid the ultimate price for peace and liberty.   

Reverend John Rhodes (Roads) [1712-1764], a Mennonite preacher of the Gospel, was one of my first great-grandfathers in 

America. His family was among the Swiss Mennonites exiled from Sumiswald, Canton of Berne, Switzerland in 1711. Even-

tually, John and his parents, Ulrich (born 1680) and Susanna Balmer, immigrated to America. They arrived in Philadelphia, 

PA on August 19, 1728 and settled in Lancaster County. By then, land in the Mennonite settlements of Pennsylvania had be-

come scarce. The beautiful Shenandoah Valley with available land beckoned and in 1730, John and other Swiss Mennonites, 

including the Strickler and Kauffman families, arrived in the Valley among its first group of European settlers. 

John Rhodes married Eva Catherina Albright [1723-1764] in 1740 and in 1741, he purchased 100 acres along the Shenandoah 

River adjacent to Martin Kauffman's tract. By 1760, his land holdings had grown to over 400 acres along the Shenandoah 

River, with a home he named “Hope Farm” situated at the mouth of Tom's Brook. Today, the area lies three miles northeast 

of Mauertown, VA not far from Luray in the shadow of Kennedy's Peak, the highest point in the Massanutten Mountains. 

John and Eva became the parents of thirteen children. 

On August 11, 1764, the Rhodes family name became embedded in the history of the Shenandoah Valley by virtue of an 

“Indian Raid” as they were called at that time. Prior to the day of the massacre, the Rhodes family lived in as much peace and 

comfort as the wilderness afforded. They had a comfortable home, many friends, good neighbors, a fertile farm and enjoyed 

good health. But, on that day, a party of eight Shawnee Indians from the Ohio country and a worthless white man (some ver-

sions say Simon Girty) crossed Powell's Fort Mountain to the South Fork of the Shenandoah where the Rhodes family lived. 

It was after the evening meal, possibly between four and five in the afternoon when Rev. Rhodes was standing in his doorway 

as the shadows of Kennedy's Peak lengthened across the Valley. There 

was a sharp report from the underbrush in the shadows and Rhodes fell 

dead from a rifle shot. Mrs. Rhodes and one son ran to the preacher's aid 

only to be met by a fusillade of deadly rifle fire from the direction of the 

forest. They met instant death. 

One of their sons was at a distance of about one hundred and fifty yards 

from the house, in a cornfield. Hearing the report of the guns at the house, 

he ascended a pear tree to see what it meant. There he was discovered by 

one of the raiders, who demanded of the youth where his father kept his 

money. The angry marauder told the young man if he did not immediately 

point out the place, they would kill him, but if he would show them the 

money, his life would be spared. When the boy swore he could not tell 

them, he was instantly shot and fell dead. A third young Rhodes lad attempted to save himself by jumping into the nearby 

Shenandoah River where he was pursued and killed. The place is called “Bloody Ford” to this day. 

Elizabeth Rhodes, just 12-years-old, picked up her little sister,  Esther, a child about fifteen months old, ran into the barn and 

secured the door. One of the raiders saw her flight, pursued her and attempted to force open the door. Not succeeding, he de-
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manded she open the door. When she refused, he ran back to the 

house to get fire. While he was gone, Elizabeth crept out of a hole 

on the opposite side of the barn. With her little sister tucked securely 

in her arms, Elizabeth ran frantically and courageously through a 

field of tall hemp, crossed the river at the ford and made her way to 

the home of her older brother Joseph at Ida, some 12 miles away. 

She arrived with the baby at her brother's home about 8pm or an 

hour after sunset, which was verified by a neighbor, who said she 

could see the fire at the Rhodes home several miles away, saying “it 

lit up the countryside.” After plundering the house of the articles 

they chose to take, the Shawnee raiders had scalped the dead, set fire 

to all the buildings and left the body of Rev. Rhodes to be consumed 

in the flames. 

The marauders moved off at a fast pace, taking with them two of the 

Rhodes sons and two daughters, one about 10. The youngest of the prisoners was a weak, sickly little boy, about seven years 

of age. He, of course, was not able to stand the fatigue of traveling and crossing the mountain west of the Rhodes' home, so 

the marauders scalped and killed him. The two girls, no doubt completely devastated, refused to go any further with the sav-

age band, so they were barbarously murdered―their bodies left as prey for wolves and other beasts. The other boy, Michael, 

about 15, under the stress of these terrible events, was taken off into what was known as the Ohio Country and remained 

about three years in captivity before he returned home after a new treaty was reached. Little is known about his experiences 

with the Indians during those three years and strangely enough, he left no record of the events except for incidental com-

ments. 

The eight dead were John Rhodes and his wife, the former Eve Albright, three sons killed in the massacre, one son and two 

daughters killed on the mountain. It was generally believed that the white scoundrel who was with the Indians induced them 

to commit the horrid murders in order to rob Mr. Rhodes of his money. He kept his money and title papers in a niche in the 

cellar wall, the dampness and coolness of which preserved them from injury. They were all found safe. 

Following the tragedy, the horrified and sympathetic neighbors of the Rhodes family, guns in hand, gathered at the burning 

embers of all that was left of a happy home. They found the partially consumed body of Rev. Rhodes and the others and bur-

ied them on the bank of the river, near Bloody Ford and the fatal pear tree, which stood for over a hundred years after the 

massacre. There on the bank of the Shenandoah are still to be seen some of the grave markers, mute evidence of that grue-

some August day over 250 years ago. 

The Rhodes Massacre was the last great outrage of savage warfare committed east of the North Mountain. Michael, on his 

return from captivity, made his home with his brother Joseph at Ida. He told his brother that the scalps of the murdered family 

were sold to the French for $15.00. This was the sole monetary proceeds of the raid. 

The seven survivors of the Rhodes family tragedy were Joseph Rhodes [1735-1766], who married Elizabeth Mary Strickler 

(daughter of Abraham & Mary Ruffner Strickler); Michael, [1749-1819] (held captive by the Indians for three years), who 

married Anna Strickler (granddaughter of Abraham Strickler) and served as a Revolutionary soldier; Daniel, who died young; 

Susannah, b, 1740, who married Marcus (Mark) Grove; Anna [1738-1774], who married Christian Grove; Elizabeth [1743-

1818] (who fled the massacre with her baby sister) married Jacob Gochenour, and Esther [1762-1836] (the baby carried by 

her sister to safety) who married Dr. Jacob Kauffman. Fortunately, Joseph, Daniel, Anna and Susannah were settled in their 

own homes at the time of the massacre. 

On August 31, 1924, five hundred people, from many parts of Virginia, a number of them descendents of the Rhodes children 

who survived the massacre of 1764, assembled at “Hope Farm,” the scene of the tragedy, and unveiled a monument to the 

memory of the victims. The monument, of native blue limestone, was the handiwork of Philip M. Kauffman, a great-great-

great grandson of Rev. John Rhodes and a descendant of Esther Kauffman (the baby carried to safety by her sister Elizabeth 

on that fateful day in 1764). The monument reads: MEMORIAL TO REV. JOHN ROADS (Mennonist), his wife and six 

children, massacred here by Indians Aug. 1764. Buried on river bank N.E. Emigrated from  Zurich, Switzerland 1728. 
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Came to Virginia two years later. It was erected at the spot where the original Rhodes house stood. Two years after the mas-

sacre, a new house was built on that site. Ironically, it stood until 1992 when it was struck by lightning and burned to the 

ground. 

On August 8, 1985, a memorial stone was placed at the White House Family Graveyard in Page County, Virginia, in the 

shadow of Kennedy's Peak, by the John Rhodes Chapter NSDAR which reads: THE REVEREND JOHN ROADS 

(RHODES) DIED 1764. A Pioneer and Christian father, who with his wife and six of his thirteen children, was a victim of 

the last Indian massacre in Page County. 

Sources: Rev. John “ Hans” Roads (1712-1764) – Find A Grave Memorial, The Literate Quilter: The Rhodes Family Massa-

cre at Tom's Brook, Ancestry.com, Genealogy.com, and the Shenandoah Mennonite Historian, Vol. 19 No. 4, Autumn 2011. 

Please share one of your “Ruffner Collateral Family Stories” with our readers. Send them to Joan Ruffner Reid, 4705 

Wenham Park, Columbus, OH 43213 or to Jokerreid@yahoo.com in WORD format with photos in JPEG. Thank you!  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Another Published Author in the Ruffner Family! 

 

 Elise Blinn, 9th generation Emanuel, and an 8th grade student in Orland Park, Illinois, participated in a 

writing project to interview and write a story of a veteran, through the National Society Children of the American 

Revolution (NSCAR). Her book Jewish Jammer is about her father, Lt. Steve Blinn, who served as a pilot in Op-

eration Desert Storm. She did such an amazing job writing and illustrating her book that it was chosen for publish-

ing as the 1st Place National Winner for NSCAR! 

 Elise used the writer’s guidelines for a program called A BOOK by ME (ABBM). They publish true stories 

written by children for children with the goal of teaching history, patriotism, tolerance, kindness, and doing what is 

right. The ABBM team writes matching curriculum for each story making the books useful for the classroom. Be-

cause of her teaching experience, Marria Blinn, Elise’s mom, who retired after 27 years of teaching last June, was 

willing to write the curriculum for this project. 

 Through a donation from NSCAR and fundraising efforts by Elise, 210 copies of Elise’s book were printed 

to distribute to schools. Elise requested that the first printing of her book be distributed to her school district in Or-

land Park and to donate the remaining books to the school where children of the military personnel from Great 

Lakes Naval Base, in Chicago, Illinois, attend. There’s a new goal to raise $10,000 for 1,000 copies of Elise’s 

book to be distributed to all public libraries in Illinois statewide. In addition, copies of Elise’s book will be donated 

to a few more selected schools. Jewish Jammer is now available for purchase on Amazon.com for  $13.99. 

 If you are interested in having a child in your family interview and write the story of one of your family 

members, see the article in this newsletter entitled, A BOOK by ME on page 12. 

 

Book Cover for Jewish Jammer 

Illustrated by Elise Blinn. 

 

 

 

Photo of Elise and Deb Bowen 

was taken at the NSCAR Illinois 

State Conference in Feb. 2016. 

Elise Blinn with 

Deb Bowen, 

Director of 

A BOOK by ME 
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From the desk of Betty Lou Gaeng, RFA historian.   

THE CENTENARIANS 

As a follow-up to my listing of centenarians in our last newsletter, here are seven additional elders; all 

from Benjamin’s family—discovered while researching for the upcoming book on Benjamin and his 

descendants.     

 

 

 

  

 

PEARL IRAH LILLARD STEARN7 (Charles Gilbert Lillard6, Mary Catharine Shenk5, Elizabeth 

Clem4, Catharine Ruffner3, Benjamin Ruffner2, Peter Ruffner1) Pearl was born 19 July 1894 in Page 

County, Virginia.  She died at New Market, Shenandoah County, Virginia on 15 April 1998 at the age 

of 103.  Pearl is buried at Lacey Springs Cemetery in Lacey Spring, Rockingham County, Virginia. 

She was the daughter of Charles Gilbert Lillard (1871-1935) and Annie Edith Aleshire (1874-1946).  

Pearl married an older man, a widower, Bishop Weaver Stearn (1872-1933) He had a daughter Fleta 

Stearn from his first marriage, and Pearl and Bishop had three children during their marriage: Alethea 

Davis Stearn Behrman (1919-2015), Anna Marie Stearn Morrissey (1921-1986), and John Gilbert 

Stearn (1924-1999).  The family lived in Harrisonburg, Virginia, where Bishop was a shoemaker.  Af-

ter his death, with children still at home to support, Pearl worked as a seamstress in a garment factory.   

BLANCHE BATMAN RICKARD6 (Amanda Catherine Fox5, Christiana Rivercomb4, Cath-

arine Ruffner3, Benjamin Ruffner2, Peter Ruffner1) Blanche was born 15 October 1883 in Page Coun-

ty, Virginia, the daughter of Amanda Catherine Fox and  John Vanburen Batman. Following a heart 

attack and admittance to Page Memorial Hospital in Luray, Virginia, Blanche died at the age of 102 on 

24 May 1986.  She is buried at Beahms Chapel Cemetery in Luray, next to her husband Elmer.  

Blanche and Elmer Luther Rickard (1879-1956) were married in 1900, and always lived in Page 

County, where Elmer was a farmer and a sawyer at a mill.  There was no record of children, but they 

did have a nephew living with them.   

INEZ FREDORA ROBERTS SANDERSON7 (Calvin Marion Roberts6, Margaret Marion5, 

Elizabeth Hughes4, Barbara Ruffner3, Benjamin Ruffner2, Peter Ruffner1) Inez was born 7 September 

1905 in Yates City, Knox County, Illinois, the daughter of Calvin Marion Roberts (1875-1942) and 

Emma Mae Louise Reinmann (1880-1973).  Inez died at the age of 102 on 27 April 2008 at Extend-

icare Nursing Home in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, Canada. When Inez was a small child, the Roberts 

family moved from Illinois to South Dakota, and then in 1911 to British Columbia, Canada.  Oscar 

Sanderson, her husband of 49 years, and all 11 of her siblings predeceased Inez.  She was survived by 

a son and a daughter, also many grandchildren and great grandchildren.  Inez is buried at Rosedale 

Cemetery in Moosejaw, Saskatchewan, Canada.    
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MABEL L. MERCHANT ALLEN.  Mabel was the wife of Lester William Allen who descend-

ed from Benjamin Ruffner through Benjamin’s daughter Barbara Ruffner Hughes.  Mabel was born 17 

October 1899 in Wisconsin, the daughter of Charles and Emma Stoeker Merchant.  She died at the age of 

102 on 10 December 2001 at Shell Lake, Wisconsin.   Mabel and Lester’s home was in Shell Lake, 

where Lester owned and operated an auto garage until his early death.  He died in 1943 at the age of 48.  

Mabel had attended Superior Business School, and following her husband death, with two young chil-

dren still at home, she led a very busy life.  She worked at the Lumberman’s Bank, was named Shell 

Lake’s Citizen of the Year, and was a charter member of the American Legion Auxiliary and the Shell 

Lake Hospital Auxiliary.  She not only outlived her husband, but also two daughters, one grandson, one 

great-grandson, three brothers and one sister.  She was survived by a daughter and a son, 19 grandchil-

dren, 10 great-grandchildren, and one gr-gr-grandchild.  Since Mabel’s death, all four of her children are 

now deceased.  

JOHN BRUCE PINKHAM7 (George Cleveland Pinkham6, Alvira Mooberry5, Louisa Hughes4, 

Barbara Ruffner3, Benjamin Ruffner2, Peter Ruffner1) Bruce, the only man in this listing, was born 26 

January 1913 in El Paso, Texas, the son of George Cleveland Pinkham and Ella Fern Roth.  Bruce died 

at the age of 101 on 29 July 2014 at the Advocate Eureka Hospital in Eureka, Navarro County, Texas.  

Bruce married Mary Elizabeth Dust in 1937—she died in 1994.  Bruce owned and operated his own 

trucking company in El Paso, Texas for 30 years, and served with the El Paso Fire Department for 45 

years.  He had been a resident of Heritage Manor in El Paso for one year prior to his death.  He was pre-

ceded in death by his wife; his parents; and two brothers, Clark and Fred.  Surviving him were one sister, 

five grandchildren and 16 great grandchildren.  It was said that his smile could light up a room.   

MARY LEE MOHR ABBOTT7 (Jennie Colson Pinkham6, Alvira Mooberry5, Louis Hughes4, 

Barbara Ruffner3, Benjamin Ruffner2, Peter Ruffner1) Mary was born 30 April 1903 in Illinois, the 

daughter of Jennie C. Pinkham (1878-1943) and Elmer O. Mohr (1875-1946).  Mary died at the age of 

100 years, two months and six days on 6 July 2003 at the Eden Village Health Care Center in Glen Car-

bon, Madison County, Illinois. She was the widow of Wade Anthony Abbott, and the mother of Wade 

K. Abbott, Albert Lee Abbott and Lyle Eugene Abbott.  While the children were growing up, the family 

lived in Kankakee, Illinois, where Wade senior was the manager of a retail grocery store.  Mary is buried 

at Memory Gardens Cemetery, Arlington Heights, Cook County, Illinois.   

DOROTHY JEAN COCHRANE SHAW7 (Louise Amy Mooberry6, George Edwin Mooberry5, 

Louisa Hughes4, Barbara Ruffner3, Benjamin Ruffner2, Peter Ruffner1) Dorothy was born 14 June 1908 

in Washington County, Oregon, and died 13 August 2008 in Beaverton, Washington County, Oregon, at 

the age of 100 years, one month and 29 days.  She was the eldest of three children born to Louise 

Mooberry and Daniel Ulysses Cochrane—she survived her siblings.  In 1930 Dorothy married Lloyd 

Palmer Shaw (1907-1957).  She is buried beside her husband at Cornelius Methodist Cemetery in Cor-

nelius, Washington County, Oregon.   

 

The great thing about getting older is that you don’t lose all the other ages you’ve been. 

—Madeleine L’Engle 
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Wedding in Paradise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gina Botich and Chad Hack, Oak Forest, IL, 

were joined in marriage on February 12, 2016 on 

the beautiful majestic beach of the Grand Palladi-

um Colonial Resort, Riviera Maya, Mexico. Forty 

family members and friends were in attendance to 

share the joy as the couple exchanged their wed-

ding vows. Gina is the daughter of Lynn Botich 

(Orland Park, IL) and Chad is the son of Marria 

Blinn (Orland Park, IL). Chad is the Great Grand-

child of Evelyn Ruffner (MI) as well as a 9th gen-

eration descendant of Emanuel. 

Best Wishes to the Newlyweds! 

2016 GRADUATION 

Angela Lynn Hinzey—May 12th-15th  

will be awarded a Doctorate of Education, Hu-

man & Organizational Learning and Complexity 

Leadership by George Washington University 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angie is the wife of Michael Blow (Washington, 

DC), daughter of Wendy Cochran (Loudon, TN) 

& 9th generation descendant of Emanuel Ruffner. 

 

Everyone is a leader and everyone is a follower whether 

they know it or not. Instead of focusing, however, on the 

roles of leader and follower, focus instead on the leader-

ship people are able to create together in partner-

ship…..with the environments and circumstances within 

which they exist. Focus instead on complexity and on the 

ever shifting balance between order and chaos. This is the 

future of leadership. 

—Hinzey. A. (2016) 

 

Answer to What Is It? Where Is It? On page 3 

This southern style heritage home is known as CALENDINE and is located in the Hamburg community, west  

of Luray, VA. It was built in 1840 by Townsend Young who ran a general store and stagecoach stop in the 

adjacent building. Later, it became the home of Herbert Barbee, an eminent sculptor, who was married to 

Blanche E. Stover (Martha/Mark/Jonas/Peter Jr/Peter Ruffner). Herbert Barbee sculpted many busts and 

monuments in Virginia including the Confederate Monument in Luray dedicated on July 21, 1898, with great 

fanfare including a parade and oratories. Today Calendine is owned by the Page County Heritage Associa-

tion, which uses it as a museum. 
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Dorothy Irene Keyes-Ruffner [1922-2015] 

Avon Lake, Florida passed away on Sunday, June 

21, 2015. She was born May 27, 1922 to Jefferson 

V. and Viola Mae (Rollins) Jetmore in DeKalb 

County, Indiana. She was survived by a brother, two 

grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren and many 

nephews and nieces. She was preceded in death by 

her son Charles A. Keyes, her first husband Albert 

Keyes, her second husband Glen Ruffner (desc. 

Benjamin), her brothers Raymond and Herbert 

Jetmore and sisters Wilma Small and Ardella 

Leavitt. She was interred at Riverside Cemetery in 

Union City. 

______________________________________ 

Donna Crumrine [1927-2016] 

Morton, Illinois passed away on Sun-

day, January 10, 2016. She was born 

September 17, 1927, in East Peoria to 

Harry and Viola (Oetzel) Mooberry. 

She married George D. Crumrine on 

June 12, 1949. He preceded her in death on May 19, 

2009. She was also preceded in death by one great-

granddaughter Eden Crumrine and three brothers, 

Orville, Glen and Buford Mooberry. She was sur-

vived by three children, five grandchildren and one 

great-grandson. She was interred at Roberts Ceme-

tery in Morton. 

(desc. Harry H. Mooberry/Milton Mooberry/Louisa 

Hughes/Barbara/Benjamin/Peter Ruffner.) 

MAY IS NATIONAL PHOTO 

MONTH—Dust off your camera. 

Take some pictures and Post on 

Www.facebook.com/RuffnerFamilyAssociation 

A BOOK by ME 

 

Is there someone in your family who has done 

something heroic and deserves to have their story 

told? Then, why not have a child in your family in-

terview this person, write and illustrate their story, 

and submit it to A BOOK by ME? 

A BOOK by ME is an organization that publishes 

true stories written by children for children with the 

goal of teaching history, patriotism, tolerance, kind-

ness, and doing what is right. Topics of these sto-

ries include Holocaust Survivors, WWII Survivors, 

Veterans of all wars, Heroes, and Human Rights 

contributors. The A BOOK by ME team writes 

matching curriculum for each story that is chosen 

for publishing to make the books useful for the 

classroom. They also apply for grants and dona-

tions so the books can be distributed to schools and 

libraries. 

The supporting guidelines and registration infor-

mation for A BOOK by ME are available at 

www.abookbyme.com. All authors/illustrators must 

be 18 or under to qualify. All submissions will be 

given consideration for the A BOOK by ME series, 

but there is no guarantee the work will be pub-

lished. 

Document your family’s precious stories before they 

slip away. Teaching them to your children and your 

children’s children is one of the most important 

things you can do. 

Don’t underestimate the power 

of symbols. Surround yourself 

with favorites—like a tree for 

Family—to remind you what 

matters most. 

 

Deadline for the Summer issue of RR&R  

Is July 30th. 

We look forward to receiving your input and/

or suggestions in word format (text) and 

JPEG (photos). Jokerreid@yahoo.com 


