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By Joseph Cavinato, January 1, 2003 courtesy of HMdb.org 

 

As you approach 176 Goodwin Street in Prescott, Arizona, you will see the 

Ruffner Plaza Stables Historic Marker proudly announcing the contributions and previous 

location of the Ruffner Plaza Stables. This plaque was placed in June 2003 at the Ruffner 

Family Reunion by Ruffner descendants and the City of Prescott. 

 The Ruffner Plaza Stables was built by George Ruffner in May, 1898.  It was an 

impressive building at the time; quite advanced in structure and architecture for its area.  

George later sold the building in February, 1922 at which time it was remodeled into a 

garage.  Unfortunately, the building was later lost to fire. 

George Ruffner came to the Prescott area in 1881.  He first started as a cowhand 

in the Bloody Basin area, later riding the range in the Big Chino Valley.  Afterward, he 

conducted a freighting outfit which hauled for mining companies and ranches. The 

headquarters for this business was located at the Ruffner Plaza Stables.   

In 1888, George was one of the first organizers of Prescott's World's Oldest 

Rodeo.  It was recorded that George was the first man to bulldog a steer in the Arizona 

Territory.  Bulldogging a steer is the dangerous act of leaping off a running horse to bring 

a steer to the ground.  This event became so popular that it was regularly scheduled.  

 Elected Yavapai County Sheriff in the nineties, George served about thirty years 

on and off in this capacity. His record and reputation as an Arizona law enforcement 

office surpasses any other individual who has served in this capacity.  George was still 

serving this post at the time of his death in 1933.   

 Being listed in the Hall of Fame so soon after its establishment is a tribute to 

George’s contributions and achievements in the early days of rodeos and law 

enforcement. 

 George is the great, great, great grandson of Peter Ruffner and Mary Steinman.  

He descends through the Benjamin line. 
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