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Charleston, West Virginia is the location of the Holly Grove Mansion.  When it 

was built in 1815 by Daniel Ruffner
1
, it was surrounded by stately Holly trees; hence the 

name Holly Grove Mansion.  The walls of the house are 18 inches thick.  They are 

constructed of large, heavy bricks that were made in England.  The thickness of the walls 

allows for very deep windowsills.  Originally, the windows were fitted with green 

shutters.   

  When the house was first built, it was a two-storied structure with a dining room 

extending out of the back. It contained 15 bedrooms. The kitchen was located in a 

separate brick building. Located on both sides of the front hallway, are high-ceilinged 

square rooms.  The rooms to the right are from the original construction and display an 

intricate cornice above the sliding door that separates the two rooms.  This cornice is the 

only remaining piece of woodwork from the original construction in 1815.  In 1832, most 

of the interior woodwork was destroyed by a fire.  The walls were undamaged so the 

house was able to be restored.  Other features include a full sized large window located at 

the landing between the first and second stories and also in this location are three 

cupboards built into the walls. 

 In 1902, James Nash purchased Holly Grove.  He removed the dining room wing 

and in its place, built a 2-story addition which included a back porch for each story.  The 

roof was raised and a 3
rd

 story apartment was added to the area that used to be the attic.  

The entrance was altered by removing the small portico and replacing it with a circular 

structure that contains enormous Corinthian columns which extended above the 2
nd

 floor.  

Visible through the Corinthian columns are smaller columns that support a white railed 

balcony which rests over the front doorway. 

Holly Grove was entered into the National Register of Historic Places on August 

28, 1974.  In September 1975, the State of West Virginia purchased the home and it sat 

vacant until 1979 when it became home to the West Virginia Commission of Aging.   

Then, in 1997, the Commission began a massive renovation project and brought Holly 

Grove back to a state of grandeur beauty.  An open house was held on June 18, 1998 to 

celebrate the history and to re-introduce Holly Grove to the community. 
 
1
Daniel Ruffner was son to Joseph and grandson to Peter Ruffner and Mary Steinman.  He 

inherited the Holly Grove property from Joseph when he died in 1803      and built the magnificent Holly 

Grove Mansion in 1815. 

 

Written by Marria Blinn 

 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Holly_Grove_Mansion_Apr_09.JPG

