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When the Pilgrims first gathered together to share 

with their Indian friends in the mild autumn air, 

they lifted their voices in jubilant praise 

for the bread on the table, the berries and maize, 

for field and for forest, for turkey and deer, 

for the bountiful crops they were blessed with that year. 

They were thankful for these as they feasted away, 

And as they were thankful, we’re thankful today. 

Unknown 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

Chartered and incorporated in 1999 to support an 

association of members who will research and pre-

serve their common heritage through the collection 

of artifacts and documents which form the basis for 

knowledge and appreciation of the historic role 

played by  the Ruffner descendants and their collec-

tive lines in the settlement and development of the 

American Frontier. 

www.ruffnerfamily.org 

2017 RUFFNER 

FAMILY REUNION 

JUNE 16 , 17, 18 

LURAY, VIRGINIA 

 

SELF-GUIDED HISTORIC TOUR 

LIVE AUCTION—SIGHTSEEING 

SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET 

SUNDAY PICNIC—LAKE ARROWHEAD 

Come meet your cousins and 

enjoy Ruffner hospitality  

in the land of your ancestors 



 Greetings for Fall of ‘16. I guess the one expe-
rience we have all shared recently is the race for the 
White House. No matter which candidate or party 
you support, this has been a long campaign and most  
of us are ready for a vote from the electorate. How 
interesting that the vice-presidential debate took 
place at Longwood University in Farmville, VA, where 
our Ruffner archives are located. President Reveley, 
Longwood’s President, noted the university’s direct 
ties to where the Civil War ended in 1865 and where 
school desegregation began during the Civil Rights Era 
qualifies Longwood as a center for scholarship on 
those subjects. 700 members of the 5,000 member 
student body worked as volunteers for the debate. 
The president added: “This is a great chance to really 
underscore the vital connection between education 
and democracy.” 

 We all know that reunion weekends are a fun 
time for us to gather from far and wide to celebrate 
our Ruffner heritage and renew relationships. Some 
of us are content to sit and chat a bit while others are 
exploring the local sights. When Sunday comes, we 
always wish each other a fond farewell, knowing we 
must wait two years until a new reunion has been 
organized. May I suggest planning get-aways with a 
smaller group where everyone has a good time with 
no one shouldering the host responsibilities. 

 This summer, Craig and I vacationed in Alaska 
with three of my Ruffner first cousins you may have 
met at reunions—John and Annette Ruffner (IL), 
Jeanine and Larry Hawkins (CA), and Linda and Art 
Galloway (NE & AZ). We spent nearly two weeks mar-
veling at the majesty of Denali, looking for wild ani-
mals, sharing meals and wishing we lived closer to 
each other. Perhaps a few of us Ruffner’s could plan 
trips together in the future to enjoy each other’s 
company. Maybe we could use our Facebook page 
(have you checked out Ruffner Family Association?) 
to let family know there are events in your area that 

would be fun or interesting to attend. If you are ever 
near Southern Pennsylvania, Craig and I would love to 
see you. You can count on Craig to be designated tour 
guide of historical Gettysburg—about 50 miles west 
of us. 

 This brings me to something of importance to 
the Ruffner Family Association. Next June in Luray, we 
may want to choose a location for our next reunion 
and as always we hope one of you will offer your 
community for our gathering. If we do not have a vol-
unteer, the RFA may need to look beyond our mem-
bership’s hometowns. We would appreciate your sug-
gestions for places on your “bucket list.” Craig would 
tell you Machu Picchu in Peru is somewhere on his 
list—but let’s keep it to the continental U.S. 

Phyllis Hershock, RFA President 

2575 Sandy Lane, York, PA 17406 

717-755-6574 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you guess the name of the property where this 
house is located and the name of the pioneer who 

originally owned the land? 

Answer on Page 8. 
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President’s 

Message 

WHAT IS IT? 

WHERE IS IT? 



2017 RUFFNER FAMILY REUNION 

 Once again we will gather in the valley of our ancestors for the 2017 family reunion the weekend 
of June 16-18. The reunion headquarters will be the VFW Post 621 on Highway 211 East in Luray, Virgin-
ia. A block of rooms has been reserved at The Days Inn. Additional accommodations and other pertinent 
reunion information will be transmitted to members shortly after the first of next year. 

 Highlights of the weekend will include tours of historic Page County sites, a family banquet and 
return of a live auction of family artifacts and other memorabilia. The weekend will conclude with a fam-
ily picnic on Sunday. 

 This year, we are soliciting ideas from members for other activities they 
would like to have included in the reunion. Please forward any suggestions to 
shmcneely@comcast.net. One suggestion already received was to include a 5K 
race along the Hawksbill Greenway. Sadly, most of us would need to be timed 
with a calendar rather than a watch. 

 By the time our reunion is held, our area will be blessed with a new 
attraction for visitors. “Cooter,” (aka, Ben Jones) from the popular Dukes of 
Hazard television show will be opening Cooter’s General Store just west of 
town. This popular tourist attraction is relocating from across the Blue Ridge 
Mountains and will be one more drawing card to an already popular stop in The 
Shenandoah Valley. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Luray as a Wedding Venue 
 For many years, Luray, Virginia has been best known for the Luray 
Caverns, The Skyline Drive and Shenandoah National Park. Over the last sev-
eral years, it has also become an increasingly popular wedding venue. It is 
reported that it is one of the most popular spots for “tying the knot” on the 
East Coast of the United States. 

 Early on after Jim and Judi McNeely purchased the Ruffner House in 
1999, many weddings were performed there on the grounds of our ances-
tors. Recently, several other facilities have been opened and the wedding 
industry has blossomed throughout our valley. 

 Whether drawn by the beauty of the area or the friendliness of the resi-
dents, our small town has benefited greatly from the increased activity brought 
on by this upswing of local matrimony. 

 

Sam McNeely 
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1HOW YOU GONNA KEEP ‘EM DOWN ON THE FARM… 

THE LIFE AND MUSIC OF DON MOOBERRY 

By Betty Lou Gaeng 

 

 Radio was already becoming a force in bringing the world into 

our living rooms when the 1930 federal census was taken. With this 

census the government asked the question “Do you own a radio set?”  

The largest group to answer “yes” was the city folks.  However, when 

newly elected President Franklin Delano Roosevelt took office and in 

the mid-1930s began electrifying the nation’s countryside with his rural 

electrification program (REA), the farmers in the Midwest were among 

the first to experience the huge changes radio would make in their lives.   

For many of the young people what they heard over the air 

waves became a magnet drawing them away from the family farms into 

the cities and the world of entertainment.  The lifestyle of thousands of 

American families was to be changed forever.   

 In the State of Illinois, when 12-year-old Don Mooberry’s mother, 

45-year-old Maggie Mooberry, answered the census question regarding 

having a radio, she said yes.   

 By the late 1920s, the children’s father Charles Mooberry had left 

the family and the farm to live and work in the city.  Thus, Maggie 

Mooberry, a Tazewell County farmer and head of the Mooberry household, 

had her hands full taking care of the farm and raising a family of ten chil-

dren all alone.  For this family the radio must have been a great comfort in 

the evenings as they gathered around it to listen to entertainment and news.  With the country deep into 

the Great Depression, and even though Mr. Mooberry no longer lived with them, the family seemed to be 

luckier than many—the Mooberry’s farm appeared to be a prosperous one. 

 From the time he was a young and promising musician, Don Mooberry experi-

enced a lifetime love for music; and it was the stringed instruments and America’s own 

special country music that called to him.  During his career, he played and taught gui-

tar, banjo and mandolin.   

 Descended from Peter and Mary (Steinman) Ruffner’s son Benjamin, Donald 

(Don) Mooberry8 was born February 3, 1916 in Farmdale, Tazewell County, Illinois, 

to Charles Calvin Mooberry and Margaret Ann Thornton.  Don’s lineage was Charles 

Calvin Mooberry7, William C. Mooberry6, Matilda E. Marion5, Elizabeth Hughes4, 

Barbara Ruffner3, Benjamin Ruffner2, Peter Ruffner1).   

 Radio opened a new beginning for Don Mooberry—and life on the farm was 

left far behind.  Soon after Don graduated from high school in Tazewell County, he joined up with Al 

Clauser’s Oklahoma Outlaws Band and went to Springfield.  The band featured music coined as Western 

Swing.  They played in Des Moines, Iowa, for radio station WHO and for Barn Dance.   

Vol. 19, Issue 3, Fall 2016—Page 5 



 In 1937, when the band received a telephone call from Hol-

lywood’s singing cowboy Gene Autry asking for the band to come 

to Hollywood and appear in a movie he was starring in, “Dutch” 

Reagan, the young and good-looking sportscaster at WHO, sug-

gested that the band should go to Hollywood.  Dutch then asked if 

he could make the trip with them.  For Ronald “Dutch” Reagan it 

was a step that would launch not only a career in the movies – it 

led all the way to the White House.  Maybe the Outlaws Band did-

n’t experience the fame that Ronald Reagan would have, but they 

did appear in the movie Rootin’ Tootin Rhythm (1937).  Through-

out the movie starring Gene Autry and his sidekick Smiley Burnette, Don Mooberry on guitar could be 

heard playing the background music.  

Don Mooberry’s musical career was silenced from 1941 through 

1945.  He served in the U.S. Army during WWII in the Third Armored Di-

vision in Germany and ended up taking part in the Battle of the Bulge.   

Meantime, while Don was in Germany serving his country, the band 

continued a weekly radio show on KTUL Radio in Oklahoma.  They hired 

an 18 year-old singer from Claremore, Oklahoma, by the name of Clara 

Ann Fowler.  Since the 15-minute radio program was sponsored by Page 

Milk Company, Clara Fowler was soon called Patti Page, and another long-

lasting career was born.  

When his WWII service ended, Don Mooberry did not return to the 

Outlaws Band, instead he began working as a staff musician and announcer at WHOW in Clinton, Illinois.  

He then went to WSIV as an announcer for the popular shows Swap Shop and Problems & Solutions.  He 

also worked for WMBD as an announcer and staff musician, as well as for WPEO and WGLO.  Don 

taught strings for Peoria Music, Matthews Music, Ozzie Music, and Byerly’s.  He retired from Flores Mu-

sic in 2008.  He also played for several bands throughout the Peoria and Spring-

field areas and with John Stuper’s Polka Pals.  Don was a member of Musician’s 

Local 26. 

 After a short-lived marriage during his youthful days, Don married (2) 

Helen Keil in 1956.  They had a daughter who was, of course, given the name 

Melody.  Don Mooberry’s music was silenced forever at the age of 96.  He died 

on Saturday, December 29, 2012 at OSF Saint Francis Medical Center in Peoria, 

Illinois.  Don was buried with full military rites at Parkview Cemetery in Peoria, 

Illinois.  Don was survived by his wife and daughter, and preceded in death by 

his four brothers and five sisters: Elizabeth, Olive, William, John, Margaret, 

Frances, Irene, Charles and Merrell.                                                                                                                                                                              

_____________________ 

1
From the 1919 WWI song, with lyrics by Andrew Bird: How ya gonna keep ´em down on the farm, after they’ve seen Paree´? 

How ya gonna keep ´em away from Broadway, Jazzin around and paintin´ the town. 
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The Sully Connection 

(A Genealogy Search) 

By Joan Ruffner Reid 

 

 I, like many other people, was amazed on January 15, 2009, when Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger ex-
ecuted an emergency landing of US Airways Flight 1549 on the Hudson River in New York City. The aircraft 
was disabled when it struck a flock of Canada geese during its initial climb from LaGuardia Airport. All 155 
passengers and crew aboard the plane survived and Sully was hailed as a national hero. The name Sullen-
berger was a familiar family name to me—not connected to my father’s family, the Ruffner’s, but to my 
mother’s Reese family. I thought about finding out if he was related to my family, but I quickly forgot it 
because my husband was fighting for his own survival and I had no time for trivial pursuits. 

 Lately, when I heard about the movie Sully, starring Tom Hanks in 
the title role, I read Chesley Sullenberger’s bio online. As I studied the pic-
ture taken of him in 2009, I was struck by his resemblance to my grandfa-
ther, Clarence Reese. I had copies of two old photos of him—one taken in 
1903 and the other in 1916. I decided to find out if Sully was related to my 
great-grandmother, Georgianna Holland Sullenberger Reese.  

 I never knew my great-grandmother. She died in 1909, long before I 
was born. All I knew of her came from the memories of my mother and 
aunts. Georgianna was a music teacher in Metamora, Indiana when she mar-
ried George R. Reese, July 26, 1866 in Laurel, Franklin County, Indiana. I al-
ways imagined  my great-grandfather was captivated by her beautiful red 
curls, a genetic trait that would occasionally surface among a few lucky de-
scendants in each generation of our family. Unfortunately, George had a 

short life. He died prior to 1880, in his mid-thirties of Tuberculosis, leaving her 
with three sons below the age of 13 years:  Chester (b. 1867), Edgar (b. 1869) 

and my grandfather, Clarence Waterman Reese (b. 1871). Georgianna was married a second time to 
Thomas Clendening, a widower with one daughter, on January 26, 1882 and had two more sons—Ross 
and Lester. Eventually the combined families moved to Cincinnati, Ohio where Thomas became the Princi-
pal of Morse Telegraph School while Georgianna took care of their home at 133 Shillito Place (an address 
now in the center of downtown).    

 My mother, Ruth Charlotte Reese Ruffner, told me her father, Clarence Waterman Reese, was a 
wonderful man with deep-set blue eyes and wavy Chestnut hair. She adored him and always told me she 
was her “Papa’s favorite.”  Her older sister Mildred claimed the same honor thus establishing an eighty-
year sibling rivalry.  From all the stories I heard as I grew up, I learned many things about him—all good—
especially his affectionate nature, sensitivity, creativity and piety. He was an Electrician by trade and 
worked for the American Telephone & Telegraph Company for years. At the time of his death, he was 
manager of their Columbus, Ohio office.  He died too young, but his memory lived on in his nine children 
(five daughters and four sons). 

 I researched my great-grandmother’s genealogy in 2004 when I wrote a 2-volume family history 
for all my nieces and nephews so I knew the Sullenberger genealogy from 1716 until my birth. I was now  
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Chesley “Sully” 

Sullenberger-2009 



curious to find out if there was a connecting ancestor between my great-
grandmother and Sully. I just needed to find out the names of his father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather. It turned out to be a simple task. He was 
not only named for his father—he also was named for his grandfather. They 
are Chesley Burnett Sullenberger, Sr., Jr. and III. His great-grandfather was 
Samuel Jacob Sullenberger. His great-great grandfather was Albert Yancey 
Sullenberger—the connecting ancestor. 

 Georgianna’s father, Asher W. Sullenberger (b.1808) and Albert 
Yancey Sullenberger (b. 1812) were brothers, born in Virginia to Samuel Sul-
lenberger and Martha “Patsy” “Betsy” Scott. Asher left Virginia and migrated 
to Indiana while Albert migrated to Tennessee. I was also able to add an earli-
er ancestor:  Abraham Sollberger, born 8 Aug 1679 in Kappelen, Wynigen, 
Bern, Switzerland.   

  

The family trees of Georgianna and Sully are identical for four generations:  
1Abraham Sollberger (b. 1679); 2Ulrich Sollenberger (1706-1762); 3Michael Sollenberger (1745-1811); 4Samu-
el Sullenberger (1788-1855) 

Georgianna: 5Asher W. Sullenberger (1808-1878); 6Georgianna Holland Sullenberger (1847-1909); 7Clarence 
Waterman Reese (1871-1921); 8Ruth Charlotte Reese (1908-1993) 

Sully: 5Albert Yancey Sullenberger (1812-1884); 6Samuel Jacob Sullenberger (1848-1919);  7Chesley Burnett 
Sullenberger, Sr. (1882-1947); 8Chesley Burnett Sullenberger, Jr. (1917-1995) 

 

“If you don’t know history, you don’t know anything. 

You are a leaf that doesn’t know it is part of a tree.” — Michael Crichton 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Answer to What Is It? Where Is It? On page 3 

 If you guessed the home pictured is at Meadows Mill Farm, the old Chris-
tian Grove, Sr. property located on Route 629 in Page County—you are right! Chris-
tian was a pioneer in the valley and the father of Magdalene Grove, first wife of 
Emanuel Ruffner. The land was purchased by him in 1756 and remained in the 
Grove Family for over 200 years. 

 Christian Grove, Sr. was first married to Anna Rhodes (Roads), daughter of Rev. John Roads killed dur-
ing an Indian raid in 1764. After Anna’s death, he married Esther Musselman. 

 The pictured Colonial brick house was built right after the Civil War by Joseph and Katherine Ponn 
Grove. A portion of the original Grove log home was still standing in 2001. The nearby Grove family cemetery 
contains the graves of five generations. (Photo on page 3 taken by Ken Reid in 2001.)  

See this and many other historic Ruffner homes—June 16-18, 2017 at the RFA Reunion. 
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Papa Reese with his 

“real favorite”-oldest 

daughter Georgie-1916 



 

 
From the Desk of Betty Lou Gaeng, RFA Historian: 

 

As I roll along with the history of the descendants of Benjamin Ruffner, I am now nearing 

the end of the eighth generation.  Benjamin’s descendants are a very prolific group of peo-

ple and many lived very long lives.  In fact, I have found one more lady to add to the 100+ 

Club.  Her information appears on Page 798 of the upcoming Benjamin Ruffner book. 

 

 ELVA MODELLE JUDD MILLER8.  (Elmer Osborne Judd7, Martha Ann Batman6, Amanda 

Catherine Fox5, Christiana Rivercomb4, Catharine Ruffner3, Benjamin Ruffner2, Peter Ruffner1) 

 Elva spent most of her life in the Luray vicinity. In fact, she lived at her home in Morning Star for 

nearly 75 years. Morning Star is an unincorporated area a little east of the town of Luray. She was born Au-

gust 10, 1914 to Elmer Osborne Judd (1889-1959) and Lena Irene Racer (1892-1966), Ekva died in Page 

County on September 26, 2014, making her 100 years old plus a month and 6 days. 

 Elva attended Hall School in Shank Hollow and graduated from Luray High School in 1932. After 

she graduated, Elva worked at the Mimslyn Hotel in Luray. For a short time after WWII, Elva and her hus-

band Ernest ran a country store at Morning Star. Elva was also a sales associate at the Leggett (Belk’s) De-

partment Store in Luray for 16 years—retiring in 1982. 

  In Manassas, Virginia on October 8, 1937, Elva married a local man Ernest Granville Miller (1899

-1966).  It was interesting to note that in his photo shown in the website Find A Grave, Ernest looks like a 

young Jack Kennedy.  Ernest worked as a blacksmith for the U.S. Department of the Interior.  Unlike Elva, 

he did not live a long life and died from a heart attack in 1966 at the age of 66.  Elva and her husband Ernest 

are both buried at Morning Star Lutheran Cemetery. Elva was survived by two sons, six grandchildren and 

eight great grandchildren. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

   Letters from the Past 
On the following page is a letter from General Clark 

L. “Nick” Ruffner (1903-1982) to Lester Ruffner, Jr. 

dated June 21, 1951. He was a descendant of 1Peter, 
2Joseph, 3David, 4Lewis, 5Ernest Howard, 6Ernest 

Lewis. He graduated from Virginia Military Institute 

in 1924 and led a distinguished Army career, retiring in 1962 as a four star general. 

He was a veteran of WWII and commanded the 2nd Infantry “Indianhead” Division 

during the Korean War. He was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal for his vic-

tory in the battle of Soyang River in May, 1951, during which he survived a helicop-

ter crash. He served in many other leadership positions from 1954 through 1960 and 

concluded his army career as U.S. Representative to NATO. Elisabeth F. Ruffner 

kindly shared this letter from the collection of her husband, Lester Ward “Budge” Ruffner. 
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Letter to Mr. Lester Ruffner, Jr., Prescott, Arizona, descendant of 1Peter, 2Benjamin, 3Benjamin, Jr.,  

4Andrew Harrison, 5Harrison Newton, 6Lester Lee Ruffner. (Letter re-typed for clarity and spacing.) 

 

 

 

 

HEADQUARTERS SECOND INFANTRY DIVISION 

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 

 

21  June  1951 

Dear Mr. Ruffner: 

 This acknowledges your letter of June 4, 1951, which I greatly appreciated. 

 My branch of the family fought on the Northern side during the Civil War, as General 

Ruffner was instrumental in keeping West Virginia from seceding. During this period, his son, 

my grandfather, (Colonel E. H. Ruffner, CE, deceased) was a cadet at the  U.S. Military Academy. 

As a matter of fact , he graduated 1 in his class of 1867. His oldest son, Colonel E. L. Ruffner , 

MC, USA, Retired, (deceased) is my father. 

 I guess the whole tribe of Ruffners originally came from Virginia as far as I can tell. There 

was a branch that got up into Pennsylvania and from there worked west to Ohio and Illinois. 

There was a branch that worked down the Southwest and a third branch which remained in Vir-

ginia and is still there. Mine is the so-called Army Branch. 

 I appreciate your kind invitation to visit you, which I certainly shall, first time I again get 

down to that part of the country. When you see General Henry T. Burgen, please give him my 

very kindest regards. I consider him one of my very best friends. 

 Thanking you again for your thoughtful letter, I remain 

Most Sincerely, 
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From the desk of RFA Historian: Betty Lou Gaeng 

 

Here are some beauty and other tips from the pen of my great 

grandmother, Martha Caroline Marye (Ruffner) Tutt.   She 

was born next to the Luray Caverns in Page County, Virginia 

in 1843 and died in Yakima, Washington in 1928.   

 

To make cold cream: 20 grams of white wax, 2 ounces of pure 

oil of sweet almonds, ½ ounce of pure glycerin, and 6 drops of oil 

of roses.  Melt the first two ingredients together in a shallow pan 

or dish over hot stove.  As it begins to cool, add glycerin and oil of 

roses.  Strain through muslin.  Beat with a silver spoon until snowy white.  It is excellent for chapped fac-

es and hands.  This makes the skin fine and soft.  

Wrinkles in the skin: 1 ounce white wax, 2 ounces strained honey, 2 ounces juice of lily bulbs.  The fore-

going melted together and applied to your skin, will remove wrinkles.  Note from your historian:  I imag-

ine you should first wait for it to cool a bit—just long enough so it doesn’t burn your skin.   

Yellowed linens: Linen that has been laid away and turning yellow can be bleached by letting it soak in 

buttermilk for 2 or 3 days. 

To relieve pain of toothache: Alum reduced to a powder and fine salt mixed and applied to gums by wet-

ting finger and rubbing gum, and also put some in cavity of tooth.   

Quinsy: Gargle with hot water.  For those of you, like me, who remember the word, but forgot what it is, 

quinsy is sometimes mistaken for tonsillitis.  Actually, it is abscesses that can form in the tonsil area, 

which can be very dangerous if not remedied. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

VETERANS DAY—NOVEMBER 11, 2016 

“The Great War” (WWI) officially ended when the Treaty of Versailles was 

signed on June 28, 1919, in France. The fighting had ceased seven months earlier 

when an armistice between the Allied Nations and Germany went into effect on 

the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. That is the reason, 

November 11, 1918, is regarded as the end of “the war to end all wars.” There-

fore, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed November 11, 1919, as the first Ar-

mistice Day. On June 1, 1954, November 11th became Veterans Day to 

honor American veterans of all wars when President Eisenhower signed 

HR7786, changing Armistice Day to Veterans Day. 

 The observance of Veterans Day not only preserves the historical 

significance of the date, but calls attention to the day’s important purpose. 

A celebration to honor America’s veterans for their patriotism, love 

of country, and willingness to serve and sacrifice for the common 

good.  

THANK YOU VETERANS!  
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Ruffners in the 

News 

Oct 8, 2016—Edmonds Beacon 

Betty Lou Gaeng       

appointed to Edmonds 

Cemetery Board 

Has lived in Edmonds 79 years 

Longtime historian Betty Lou Gaeng has been 
named to the Edmonds Cemetery Board. She is a 
member of several organizations, including the 
Edmonds-South Snohomish County Historical Soci-
ety and Museum, and the Sno-Isle Genealogy Soci-
ety. 

She writes a column for Senior Focus, the bi-
monthly newspaper published by Senior Services 
of Snohomish County. 

She has worked with Dale Hoggins and the Ceme-
tery Board to provide research, and has appeared 
in the annual “Walk Back in Time” event. 

Gaeng moved to Edmonds in 1937, attended Ed-
monds Grade School and graduated from Ed-
monds High School. 

_________________________________________ 

“When the trees their summer splendor 

Change to raiment red and gold, 

When the summer moon turns mellow, 

And the nights are getting cold; 

When the squirrels hide their acorns, 

And the woodchucks disappear; 

Then we know that it is autumn, 

Loveliest season of the year.” 

 

—Carol L. Riser 

Autumn  

Ruffner Family 

Obituaries 

Elizabeth Anne 

“Betty” Beebe (94) 

Passed away Thursday morn-
ing, Sept. 1, 2016 in Spokane, 
WA. Betty was born Sunday, 
May 14, 1922 in Omaha, NE 
to Edwin G. & Madaline Ruff-
ner. Following graduation 
from high school, Betty com-
pleted the nursing program 

at St. Anthony’s Hospital in Denver, CO, graduating as 
a Registered Nurse. In 1963 Betty was one of the orig-
inal nurses hired by the new Lincoln County Hospital 
in Davenport, WA and was a Registered Nurse with 
the Lincoln County Health District for seventeen 
years. Always active Betty worked tirelessly for the 
good of her community. She was a member of the 
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Davenport 
for 60 years, the Davenport City Planning Commission 
and Davenport’s VFW Post #7480 Auxiliary for 50 
years. Betty volunteered at the VA Medical Center in 
Spokane, WA calling bingo with her husband Howard 
Beebe for 15 years, with the blood bank for over 25 
years being named “1990 Canteen Volunteer of the 
Year” and the “Community Care and Share”—from 
which she would retrieve unwanted blankets, then 
launder and repair them prior to delivering them 
along with newspapers for use by the Spokane Hu-
mane Society. In recognition of her selfless dedication 
to her community, Betty was honored to be Grand 
Marshal in the Pioneer Days Parade. 

Predeceased by her two husbands: Kenneth Anderson 
in 1966 and Howard Beebe in 1995, two brothers and 
two sisters, Betty’s legacy lives on through her chil-
dren: Wesley Anderson, Teresa Paulson, Catherine 
Anderson (Carter Haack), Lynn Wolfe and Roger 
Beebe (Mickey); Ten Grandchildren; Numerous Great-
Grandchildren, brother Paul Ruffner and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 
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